Round 15

Fitzroy Under 10 Greens kept their slim finals hopes alive with a home-ground victory at W. J Petersen Oval over the Whitehorse Colts.

The result evened the ledger with the Colts for the 2006 season. 

But with MacLeod having a surprise winner over Canterbury, the Roys remain outside the four, in 5th place on percentage.
In the first encounter between the Roys and Whitehorse earlier this year, Fitzroy struggled to gain momentum or find form on the Colts awkwardly-sloping home ground.

This time, it was the Roys that seized the home ground advantage, making the best use of open spaces on the large oval.
The match saw the Roys’ application to the task at hand improve steadily in each successive quarter, with notable individual performances by Oskar, Sebastian, and Harry DT amongst others.

Playing in perfect sunshine, Fitzroy won the toss and chose to kick into the strong westerly wind under the captaincy of Ben Mac and Lucien.
The Roys started slowly, with Whitehorse displaying superior marking skills and accurate hand-passing to dominate play and register two early points.

The Roys looked heading for a difficult struggle after one of the Colts was able to run from the centre half back line to the goal square and kick a major.

However, Fitzroy steadied at the subsequent centre bounce, and determined efforts to move the ball to our forwards resulted in a point by James, who only narrowly missed the big sticks as kicked into the strong breeze.

Whitehorse were held to 1.2 for the first quarter, with dogged work across the centre by Fraser and Kit, and in defence by Lucien, Lucas, Ben O, Max, Harrison and Riley.
The second quarter saw the Roys start to find form. With Otis and Alex effective on the ball, Oskar was able to kick a goal early in the term, while Harvey followed up with a point from a free kick outside the goal square.

For much of the quarter the ball became jammed in a to and fro contest near the Roys’ forward pocket. 

With the Colts unable to unable to penetrate the Roys’ centre line, there were plenty of opportunities for the Roys to pepper the goals, with some narrow misses for majors.
The Roys opened strongly after the long break. With Floyd working hard in the ruck, some fine running and fast disposal by Michael set up an opportunity for Harry DT to goal in the opening minutes of the quarter.

With the Roys now dominating the game, Emile was unlucky not to goal from two courageous attempts. 

The third term concluded with the Colts not scoring for the quarter – a highly credible outcome for the Roys given that they were kicking into the wind. 

With victory in sight, the Roys played confidently in the final quarter.  A goal resulted after Alex punched the ball to Ben Mac, who found Michael alone in the goal square and able to mark and convert off an accurate pass.

In the dying moments of game the Colts rallied scoring a point and goal in quick succession.

Goals: Harry DT (2) Sebastian, Michael, Oskar.

