Under 12 Blue versus St Mary’s

A carnival atmosphere at Ramsden St was the backdrop to a terrific contest on the ground as St Mary’s took on the Royboys. 

Laurie set the scene for the match, winning an important centre clearance while Duncan’s resultant opening goal had the Under 12s looking to dominate from the start.

Ben’s impressive form continued with an important mark while Sam Gill’s first quarter goal saw Fitzroy extend its lead. 

Tom was racking up possessions and drove the ball forward on numerous occasions. Will’s superb tackle saw him somehow emerge with the footy and snap for an unlucky behind. 

With Dylan on fire and Gabe Newnham busy the Roys deserved their fifteen point quarter time lead.

There were giggles aplenty as the umpire hurled abuse at Kathy and Kirsten for tardiness in getting off the ground. Nevertheless, those two parents enjoyed the man in white’s friendly banter. Later, when Duncan crunched his opponent, resulting in the latter being carried from the ground, his father Ian thought the umpire had it wrong, ‘there was nothing in it,’ he thought.

The second quarter saw Spencer sending the ball forward with Liam as clever by foot as by hand. Sam Boyce’s pace was unsettling the St Mary’s team who scored their first major at the 10-minute mark.

After half time, Fitzroy’s 22 point lead was extended as Finnian, Duncan, Sam Boyce and Tom continued to dominate. Nick Gibbons’ strength and class was showing through while John marked strongly and passed to the ever reliable Dylan who increased the lead by three quarter time.

Nick McMahon started the last quarter with a clutch of possessions feeding the likes of Alistair, Caesar and Finbar and the ever-present Laurie.

That Gritzalis boy was back to his brilliant best. Sam G’s familiar dashing gait had the crowd chanting, ‘Go Sammy boy’ as he pounded the ball into the turf three times in gaining fifty metres. Wide eyed, the crowd watched the trajectory of the ball as it sailed towards the big sticks. Heads tilted, willing the ball through but to no avail. The ball landed in the square and bounced, Magill-like, at right angles to its original path. Never fear, there was Liam, scooting around onto his left foot and kicking a blinder from the boundary. 

On the siren, there was Duncan inflicting more damage on his opponents. Following an impressive run down the middle of the ground, bouncing twice, lining up the goals and thumping the ball into the guts of a rushing opponent.

Fitzroy by 46 points.

