Second Semi

Fitzroy 3- 8 - 26 pts Defeated By Park Orchards 4 - 4 - 28 pts.
Welcome to finals football. Today's game was a cracker; tough, desperate and emotionally charged. 

  

In a two point loss it is tempting to wonder about missed opportunities or how unfair it all was. Put these thoughts away. Let's celebrate how fantastic the game was. 

  

We started with a series of ball ups again as our desperation was clear. Unfortunately our dominance of the game was not rewarded on the scoreboard. 

  

Our half back line held beautifully. Roger showed remarkable courage, sliding head first into packs (I'm glad parents were away!) while Nick McMahon (forgoing his soccer for the finals series) was everywhere as a rebounding half back. John was cool under pressure and Tony was clever along the wing. 

  

With Sam Gritzalis threatening at full forward surely we would gain the ascendency. Paddy and Max Lanskis pushed hard to apply forward pressure and, with Park Orchards starved of opportunities, we maintained our slender advantage. This was going to be nerve wracking. 

  

Kicking ‘down hill', Sam Gill and Dieter provided the team with the necessary skill to hold out their opponents while Ben played his finest game for the year, with courage and intelligence. 

  

Laurie's was back to his best, winning almost every hit out and providing the Roys with first use of the footy. His second efforts were a highlight as he fought to support his team mates on the ground. Sam Boyce was close to our best as he gave his all in a fine performance. 

  

At half time, the Roys looked unnecessarily flat. They had allowed Park Orchards to gain the physical ascendency but forgot they still lead on the scoreboard. 

  

The second half was just as engrossing as the first. Trevor picked up valuable possessions well and looked hungry for the ball. Nick Gibbons effort was undeniable, his calmness attributable to his escapades on the Gold Coast theme parks. Abraham gave his all with some gutsy work feeding handballs out from under packs. 

  

Liam was his usual tireless self and looked dangerous while Will carried bruised ribs and persisted bravely. Gabe Newnham was his dashing best and, along with Tony, typified Fitzroy's spirit. 

  

Finnian, the brave is in fine form at the moment and was outstanding all day. Dylan was tireless, playing a great captain's game full of effort and merit. Tom was terrific around the packs in the second half. 

  

The agonising final quarter saw two sets of under 13 players at their finest. It was simply exhausting to watch. When Sam Gritzalis brilliantly put us two goals ahead it seemed we were home. Alas, it was not to be. We allowed them back in. 

  

Overall, this was a wonderful game of football of the most excruciating kind. But wait. There's more! This week we play SFX Whitehorse Colts in a sudden death final. And so the thrilling ride continues. Carna Roys 

Round 13   Fitzroy 5.6.36pts defeated Ivanhoe 4.5.29 pts
  

Last week I spoke about the Roys being up for an exhilarating ride over the next few weeks. So it is! 
  
The tension was almost unbearable as we hung on to a glorious victory over archrivals, Ivanhoe, today. In so doing we have claimed top spot on the ladder, avoided a dangerous elimination final, relegated one of our toughest opponents to third and gained an enormous amount of self belief and confidence. 
  
In the most absorbing contest of the year Fitzroy opened the game with a superb example of desperation and courage. From the opening bounce, they threw themselves at the footy and forced Ivanhoe to contest four consecutive ball ups before the ball left the centre square. A great start. 
  
Laurie was providing our midfielders with plenty of the footy, Liam shut down his dangerous opponent in a simply outstanding game of defensive football and Tom provided the class and finish all good teams need around the clinches. 
  
On top of this, Sam Boyce symbolised Fitzroy's spirit, scrapping at the bottom of almost every pack while Tony gave his all in a terrific game on the wing. Will Green and Gabe were also impressive, running hard and aggressive when it counted. 
  
With Sam Gritzalis one out at full forward, Fitzroy bombed the ball long into him and were well rewarded as he shrugged off opponents twice to register two majors into the strong wind. Max Lanskis was the perfect foil as he slipped under the opposition's guard on several occasions. 
  
The ability of 12 and 13 year old kids to show such intelligence, athletic ability and determination continues to surprise. It was all of these that saw us take a two goal (and psychological) lead at quarter time, having kicked into the strong breeze. 
  
In the second quarter we held our own, unable to score but preventing our opponents from breaking free. Ivanhoe's coaching staff were heard to lament that Fitzroy were, ‘just tackling us too hard.' 
  
Roger was again dominant at centre half back, taking a couple of very strong marks, applying great pressure and generally setting us up from half back. Sam Gill is a surer bet at full back than a footy fanatic's final quarter frown at a suburban junior footy match. Ben played well out of the back pocket, his supportive voice heard all over the ground. 
  
At the main break, the Roys had maintained their two-goal buffer. The dressing rooms were abuzz with enthusiasm and expectation. 
  
The third term was scary. Ivanhoe kicked two quick goals, their talent coming to the fore. Maybe they would take control of the game? Maybe we'd spent all we had? Maybe we'd lose our focus? Not so! The will power of the group was inspirational. Our leaders in Roger, Dylan, Liam, Sam Gritzalis, Nick McMahon and Boycey kept on chanting the match day mantra and imposed themselves on the game, turning it back Fitzroy's way. 
  
The sight of Sam Gritzalis swatting off opponents, bouncing three or four times, barging his way towards the goal and banging home a brilliant, brilliant goal brought back memories of the famous Micky Conlan, a former Fitzroy great. It lifted his team and deflated our opponents. 
  
Dylan Vella-Horne's effort at centre half forward was also fantastic. This is the most demanding position in football. He kicked truly to restore our two-goal lead. Then he was forced into the ruck as Laurie came off the ground with a shoulder injury. Underestimate Dylan at your peril; he won the ruck contests too! 
  
With seventeen players on the ground Fitzroy clung to their lead, resisting everything Ivanhoe could muster. Trevor played well on the wing and down back while Abraham gave his all, and while Nick McMahon and John were both tough and clever, three quarter time came with relief. 
  
The final quarter was riveting with one parent so sick with anxiety she left the ground, pretending she had duties elsewhere. I understand. 
  
The battle between Finnian and his opponent was a highlight of the match. I'd give unbiased points to Finn, though. During the final quarter with the game up for grabs, Finnian repeatedly intercepted the footy, taking a great mark and clearing the ball beautifully. 
  
Laurie courageously returned to the field at full forward and then into the ruck, lifting the Roys. With some great defensive work and team spirit, the frantic final quarter seemed endless. Finally, the unmistakable sounds of players roaring with arms raised, horns tooting, parents hollering and clapping reverberated up and down Merri Creek. 
  
So, the exhilarating ride continues. Here comes the second semi final and Park Orchards! The winner goes straight into the grand final and gets a week off. The loser plays the winner of Ivanhoe and SFX Whitehorse Colts. 
  
Let's go Roys! 
Round 12

Doncaster Heights 2-3-15 pts Defeated by Fitzroy 13-8-86 pts

A dominant display from the Roys sees us well poised going into this week's game against archrival Ivanhoe. We'll be playing for top spot and the double chance. If we lose we'll drop to third and face Whitehorse Colts in elimination final 

From the beginning when Abraham cleared the ball from the bottom of a heavy pack, we knew today would be a vital confidence booster. 

The highlight for me was seeing Gabe run at full pace, take on his close checking opponent, bounce and drive the ball towards our key forwards. When this team takes risks it inspires team mates, giving them the courage to take risks themselves. 

Paddy competed really strongly and kicked truly after a strong mark from clever body positioning. Great game today Patrick. 

Tony impressed with his endeavour and set up goals on two occasions. Dylan was terrific, contesting hard, throwing himself at the contest and kicking valuable goals. Sam Gritzalis starred in his cameo role as the injured full forward. 

Max Lanskis was his usual lively self and kicked goals regularly throughout the day. It was funny to see him pout when moved to the half back flank. Even then, he couldn't help but wander up to the half forward line in search of goal glory. 

Tom kicked a terrific goal and picked up many possessions again. Nick Gibbons kicked a beauty from outside forty metres and dominated around the stoppages. Another top game from Laurie as he worked tirelessly to overcome a dangerous opponent. His palm down to Dylan was very clever. Sam Boyce was everywhere and was close to Fitzroy's best on the day. 

Trevor may have found his best position, on the wing. He played very well and took a heavy knock late in the game. I'm sure he'll be raring to go this week. Seeing the ambulance on the field Doncaster Heights' injured player was a little scary. The opposition coach said he's going to be fine. 

Both Nick McMahon and John continue to show great footy intelligence in reading the play, cutting off opposition forward movement and backing their ability to rebound off the half back flank. 

Liam played a great game of footy, providing a genuine option across the half forward line and picking up plenty of touches. He became very damaging during the second half. 

Will was treated a bit unfairly by the coach as he was thrown from the wing to back pocket to the forward pocket during the day. He still managed to show courage and determination all day. 

Defensively we again showed why we are the best in the competition. Ben shut down his opponent, Dieter was involved in some crucial goal saving defensive efforts while Finnian was his usual reliable, tough (and chatty) self. 

Before the game, Roger ‘the rock' tried to lay claims to a move to the forward line with pre game goal kicking practice. He failed to impress. Oh well, he'll just have to stay at centre half back. After all, he continues to play superbly there. Sam Gill played full back well before moving onto the ball in the final quarter and playing with plenty of skill and determination. 

This week's game is really the start of our finals campaign. Fitzroy have been fantastic throughout the year and we rightly look forward to a thrilling ride over the coming weeks. Carna Roys! 

Round 11
Fitzroy 3-4-22 pts Defeated by SFX Whitehorse Colts  7-7-49 pts
With two games left in the home and away season, Fitzroy cling to second place on the ladder. This is where we want to be. However, given the disappointing loss on Sunday, we are no guarantee to remain there.

Games of sport are so often dependent on the psychology of the participants. We sometimes seem intimidated by opponents we perceive to be stronger and tend to focus on them rather than our own jobs. A key to success is finding a way to concentrate on your own game. So, avoid negative thoughts such as, ‘It’s too windy for footy’, ‘I didn’t kick that very well’, ‘Jeeze, I’m not playing very well’ or ‘That guy’s just too big for me’. These thoughts are very unhelpful. Get rid of ‘em. 

Instead, think constructively, ‘Where should I be running to?’, ‘I must shepherd after I kick this to my team mate’, ‘Where’s my opponent’, ‘The wind is blowing a gale, I’ll need to deliver this low and hard’ and ‘My opponents over there and he’s just walking, I can run and receive this handball’.

While the opposition had a couple of strong, well built players, so did Fitzroy. We had Roger who was quite brilliant for four quarters, Tom whose evasive skills and ball winning ability showed the way while John’s game off the half back flank was outstanding. Unfortunately, several players were down on their usual form.  

Nevertheless, all players gave us something on the day. Nick McMahon and Sam Boyce stood out for their courageous attack on the ball. Liam scored a delightful goal while Nick Gibbons delivered the ball perfectly to team-mates on more than one occasion.

Trevor was unlucky to dislocate his finger prior to the game and found marking a bit of challenge from then on; ouch! Paddy took a nice chest mark and gave the ball off well to team mates. Will tried hard and picked some important touches while Max Lanskis found himself playing against giants but still managed to compete, kicking a great goal on the full time siren. 

It was great to see Abraham battling away in the forward line, desperately keeping the ball alive. Tony showed some impressive skill and played on with intelligence while Ben had the better of his opponent for most of the day.

It was encouraging to see Finnian and Dieter back, taking a couple of great goal saving marks each with Sam Gill holding his own at full back.

Having the skipper, Dylan, back so close to the finals is vital for our team and he was very dangerous at times, threatening to swing the game our way. I was also pleased with Laurie’s effort against a bigger opponent. He eventually got on top at the ruck contests, often giving our midfield first use of the ball.

Mohamed, the enigma, almost played the second half but we’ll need to wait til this week before we see him on the ground with us.

Luckily footy is full of clichés. Here are a few: A week’s a long time in football; it’s a funny game football and let’s just take it one week at a time. 

Round 10 
Fitzroy  9 -12-66 pts Defeated Heidelberg 2-5-17 pts
  

Fitzroy resumed from the school holiday break refreshed and full of running. We dominated from the opening bounce, easing off in the final quarter as we swapped players around and looked to bring others into the game. 

  

We were missing six players and, unfortunately, forced Heidelberg to match our sixteen on the field by dropping two of their players to the bench. As a result they had to rotate seven interchange players on and off the ground. Such is junior football. 

  

From the beginning we saw Laurie tower over his opponent and win almost every hit out. Nevertheless, the opposition seemed to win the clearances but were unable to do much damage with their possessions. This was due to John's ability to win so much of the football and Liam and Roger's impenetrability (is that a word?) and hard running across the half back line. 

  

Poor old Sam Gill and Tony were left looking lonely in the last line of defence as Heidelberg rarely threatened them. They will hope to see more action in the next few weeks. It was great to see back pocket, Ben in good form and quite amusing to see him fly for a mark in the goal square.... in our forward line! 

  

Mohamed gave us real drive as a ruck rover and kicked a couple of terrific goals. One of those came from Sensational Sammy Gritzalis who gathered the ball outside the clubrooms, ran into trouble near the cricket nets, looked inboard and squared the ball into the corridor to Mohamed who played on, baulked and goaled. Just like a training drill. Sam kicked another blinder later in day too. 

  

Nick Gibbons fought back from a difficult first quarter to shut down a dangerous opponent and dominated from the middle of the ground for the remainder of the day. His teammate, Tom also showed plenty of class and continues to play top quality football as a follower. 

  

Sam Boyce's game at half forward was full of determined effort and again provided the team with plenty of spark. It was great to see Max battling away as the smallest full forward in the league, kicking two important goals while Abraham was good for us in the first half applying very important forward pressure. 

  

Will and Trevor both had great games with the former taking several crucial and skilful marks while the latter was everywhere in one of his best games for the year. 

  

Impressive stuff! 

  

This week we play the dangerous SFX Whitehorse Colts. With Fitzroy full of confidence this game promises to be a beauty. Go Roys! 

Round 9 
Fitzroy  12-7-79 pts Defeated Doncaster 0-0-0 pts
A very powerful performance from the team today as we continue to improve in all facets of the game. 
  
Max Lanskis kicked seven goals in a superb effort. 
Nick McMahon was fantastic off half back, elusive and attacking relentlessly. 
Sam Gritzalis was unstoppable for our undersized opponents and simply broke tackle after tackle in yet another dominant display 
Roger Paul starved his opponent (and anyone within twenty metres of him) of the footy. 
Liam, as captain for the day, thrived up front as he showed unselfishness and creativity. 
John is back to his best at half back. A great game of footy. 
Tony yet again demonstrated his courage and rewarded team mates for their faith in him. 
Abraham showed terrific ground skills on several occasions and deserved to kick a couple of goals. 
Ben allows us flexibility, nullifying his opponent defensively and kicking valuable goals when up front. 
Laurie was absurdly dominant early but rested a tender calf muscle for the remainder of the game. 
Sam Boyce was prolific in picking up disposals, used his pace well and looks set to dominate around the packs as we get close to finals time. 
Paddy was fantastic in the ruck and clearly outplayed his opponent 
Finnian spent most of the day in the back pocket where the ball wasn't. In the last quarter, up front he showed his courage in some important goal assists. 
Dieter gave us plenty off half forward, his foot skills a genuine highlight of the day. 
Gabe ran hard and was unstoppable at times, setting up Lanskis on a couple of occasions and giving us lots of drive on his wing and at half forward. 
Will is in great form and won a lot of the footy with skill and courage. 
Tom provided some real class around half forward with strong marking and a couple of terrific goals. 
Sam Gill showed he can give us a strong option as a key forward as he was able to bring the ball to ground, dish off handballs or drive the ball long and deep into attack. 
Nick Gibbons again showed why he is rated so highly in the competition with another high possession game. 
Trevor's talent is also coming through as he gave us value as full forward and at half back. 
  
There's been a great deal to like about the last couple of weeks with plenty of improvement left to come. Our confidence is up, giving us a genuine chance of beating opponents higher up the ladder as we edge closer to the finals. 
  
Go Roys! 
Round 8
Fitzroy 17-8-110 Defeated St Marys 0-0-0
Having watched or been involved in many hundreds of games of football I have never seen anything like the start to the game today. Most people still have no idea what went on. Here's what happened. 

  

Captain Dylan lost the toss and St Mary's chose to kick to the city end of the ground. Leaving the change rooms, Dylan instructed his players to line up accordingly. Just as the umpire was about to start the game, ruckman Laurie discovered his opponent was standing adjacent to, rather than opposite him. St Mary's thought they were kicking towards the Grimshaw St end of the ground. 

  

What followed was high farce. Confused Fitzroy players immediately began to swap ends. Panic stricken, the forwards left their opponents and ran through the centre square towards the correct (?), city end of the ground. The siren had already blown, the game had officially begun and Fitzroy was penalised for having too many players in the centre square. Flustered players stood around looking at each other, the umpire and the coach. 

  

Meanwhile St Mary's sprinted away with the ball and kicked long to their now unmarked forwards. The crowd watched as the ball bobbled towards three St Mary's players. Surely they would score. Just as the St Mary's' full forward was poised to pick the ball up, it broke viciously out of the rough and beat the outstretched hands of the forward. Now, the ball trickled towards the boundary line with the three St Mary's players in pursuit. Fitzroy players continued to stand around, mouths agape; the game was now in very slow motion. The boundary umpire (of the highest quality) was also confused and some fifty metres away. Just as St Mary's' forward pocket picked up the ball, the goal umpire came to the rescue, clearly signalling the ball had gone out of play. Boundary throw in! By now, Fitzroy had defenders in position and were able to clear the ball to safety. Phew! What a start. 

  

That was as close St Mary's came to scoring for the remainder of the day. They really struggled to match our ruck division. Laurie won almost every hit out, allowing Tom to dominate around the stoppages. Nick Gibbons' intelligence, evasive skills and disposal were spot on while Sam Gritzalis continually won the ball in the air and on the ground 

  

Our forwards were fantastic. Dylan was unstoppable in a five-goal performance, marking with strength and kicking superbly. Trevor gave us a target and showed what an asset he is to our team. Max Lanskis took some skilful marks under pressure and was well rewarded with a couple of great goals. I was also really pleased with Gabe Newnham's game at half forward. He showed plenty of ability and unselfishness. 

  

With a commanding lead at half time against an undersized opponent, our defenders got into some forward line action. On a day packed with highlights, Ben's snapped goal was irresistible. Running parallel to the goal, under extreme pressure, he gathered the ball with terrific skill and snapped the ball across his body and through the big sticks. Will was also in his finest form of the year. He booted a super goal and took on opponents with confidence, racked up possessions and used the ball beautifully. 

  

How good is that boy Mohamed? We experimented with him in the ruck. It turns out he can play well there too. Others also found themselves in unfamiliar positions: Dieter kicked a top goal and will rightly feel he deserves more of a run in the forward line; Finninan looked an impressive option as a crumbing forward option; Liam gave us plenty at full forward and has the coaching staff thinking seriously about where to play him; Abraham has found his position on the wing; Paddy was untroubled at full back and loved it; Gilly scored a brilliant goal and looked very dangerous as an on-baller while John was back to his best, winning plenty of the footy as a rover; Roger was magnificent at centre-half-back; and Sam Boyce had a great game on the wing. 

  

Overall, a very impressive performance. Players should understand why they were able to play well, today. Your team-mates, shepherded, blocked, did the unrewarded running, created space and supported you through constructive talking and providing options for you. It was all about the team. 

  

We came into the game with shaky confidence, wondering where our season was going. We walked away full of expectation and, perhaps, a touch of excitement about the way we can play. 

  

Sean 

  

NB: I was wrong 
Last week I congratulated Sam Gill on fifty games for Fitzroy. In fact, it was Sam Gritzalis who had played the fifty games. The error was made by the match report editor…..me…..Sean

Round 7
Fitzroy 5-8-38 Defeated by Park Orchards 7-4-46
Fitzroy are nothing if not interesting. Interesting that we played poorly in the first half again. Interesting that we were only desperate for the ball and willing to work in the second half. Interesting how we dominated play against a top four team for long periods of time (second half). Interesting how the three inclusions for the day did so well; Laurie's ruck dominance got us into the game, Tom's ball winning ability helped win the ball around the stoppages (second half) and Mohamed excited everyone with his reading of the play and his running. 

  

The main positives: 

The forwards in the second half were terrific. Boycey gave us sharpness around half forward, Abraham was fantastic in his best game for the year, Tony took a sensational mark, and played on at the right times, Ben's second half was outstanding with some very strong defensive work, punching the ball clear with real purpose, Paddy battled very well for us in the ruck, Nick McMahon was his reliable best at half back, John's second half saw him back to his best, a very pleasing aspect to the game, Liam threw himself around at half forward and looked dangerous, Will created a couple of clear opportunities, Max Lanskis moved onto the ball in the second half and successfully nullified his opponent, Sam Gill easily beat his opponent at full back, Finnian is becoming one of the better back pockets in the competition, Dieter clashed heads with his opponent but recovered well enough to continue his good defensive form, Nick Gibbons played perhaps his best game for the year in the centre, Sam Gritzalis was at his robust best, kicking a super goal and busting packs, Dylan was outstanding in a commanding performance at centre half forward while Trevor's second quarter screamer was unlucky not to be rewarded with a goal. 

  

Clearly we are good side but have not dragged the best out of ourselves in recent performances. We can only be satisfied when we try our best, tackle fiercely, shepherd well, do the unrewarded running we were so good at earlier in the year and simply support each other by providing options for the ball carrier. 

  

Just look at all the positives listed above. We have plenty of ability and Sunday's game against St Mary's will be another opportunity to put all of this together. Go Roys! 

  

  

P.S. Congratulations to Ben, Dylan, Paddy, Liam and Sam Gritzalis on their fifty games for Fitzroy. You guys are great. We love watching you play each week and hope you continue to enjoy your footy. 

  

Round 6 
Fitzroy 4-4-28 Defeated by Ivanhoe 11-9-75
Fitzroy has gone from chocolates to boiled lollies in seven days. Billed as a ‘top of the table' clash, today's game turned out to be a fizzer. The mysterious affliction commonly known as, being ‘a bit flat' seemed rampant by the end of the game. The first half was disappointing and it doesn't bear thinking about too much. 

Suffice to say, Ivanhoe were far hungrier than we were, meaning we were second to the ball, outnumbered around the packs and unable to keep up with their running game. Luckily we had Finnian, Sam Gill, Sam Gritzalis, Max, Dylan, Nick Gibbons, Gabe and Roger. They fought hard and kept us in the game. 

  

The second half was terrific. Tony got into the game, Liam ran hard, used his fine foot skills and hit forward targets, including Gritzalis and Lanskis while Nick McMahon provided creative run off half back and Boycey burst into the game with pace and aggression. There was real optimism as the Roys took control of the game. From seven goals down, could we make it interesting? With Paddy winning in the ruck, our midfield dominating, Trevor and John holding off their opponents at half back and Max providing an option at full forward we began to put ourselves in the game. Fitzroy ran into the three quarter time huddle with chests out, voices raised, upbeat and full of energy. 

  

The final quarter began with Will, Max and Abraham fantastic in the forward line, fighting hard, locking the ball in and almost getting on the scoreboard. Our running was better and our tackling fierce as Ivanhoe was held off. Sam Gill's second efforts in tackling and, later, smothering were inspirational. Dieter at full back proved his adaptability and strength, beating his opponent despite giving away a huge height advantage. Ben never gave up and showed impressive desire to shut down his opponent. 

  

By the end of the game, though, we were exhausted. We had let Ivanhoe get too far ahead and had to make up so much lost ground against a quality opposition that we tired and allowed Ivanhoe back in the game. They finished with the final two goals of the game enabling them to hold their half time advantage. 

  

Given a better start, greater commitment and the return of three very important injured players we will be able to match Ivanhoe next time around. 

Round 5 
Fitzroy 5-12-42 Defeated By Doncaster Heights 2-6-18

Some brief notes following Sunday's game: 

Annoying wind, no good for footy, impressive debut from Mohamed, he was fantastic! Will in great form, dangerous, a real focal point, Laurie winning everything until injured; hope he's ok, he's important, Trevor on receiving end of a punch, bravely carried on with game, Fitzroy will make it known to Doncaster that we were very unhappy with this and want to know what they'll do about it, our conduct is a vital part of who we are, Roger brilliant, he's in sparkling form, second quarter we didn't handle their flood until late in the quarter, fourth quarter-Dylan all alone up front, kicked three on the day including a couple of beauties from a long way out, Tom welcome back from injury, good to have him back, Nick Mac combining footy with soccer, clever at half back running and carrying the ball, Sam Gill got dizzy with vertigo he was so high up the ground, hope he enjoyed his foray into the forward line, Nick G copped one in the nose (perhaps slight concussion) off own team mate, didn't see out the game, bad luck! Tony little handballs, courageous, good stuff Gabe who got boot to ball for valuable clearances, Dieter solid and played full back from the centre of the ground because Doncaster Heights were so intent on flooding, John in top form in the midfield, great work rate, skilful, Max Lanskis took a screamer in the goal square, Abraham shut down his opponent, he's got good ground skills, Sam Boyce important touches in and around the ruck contests, Paddy starting to show signs of impressive work rate on the training track, played centre half forward well, Sam Gritzalis spare parts man did well on the ball, slight injury during the game, went to half back line and repelled everything, Ben played very well in the forward line, not invading the space in front of the full forward, setting up two goals- can play forward and back, Liam spare man in defence and extra midfielder did well, picking up a lot of possessions, Finnian ‘Speccy/stepladder' Kinsella knows a thing or two about high flying marks in this game, playing good footy too. 

Such windy conditions as we saw against Doncaster Heights are unusual and it was impressive to see some great quality, hard running football at times. On another day, we would have been able to really run over the top of them. 

Did you notice how we fell into the old habit of clogging up the forward line by following our opponents in? They were just content to hold up play and try to hold us out. We were a bit slow to react. We should have been smart enough to keep the forward line open, set up a wall and look to score from 40- 50 metres out, which is what we did so well by the end of that quarter. 

Later, during the final quarter, we opened up the forward line, isolating Dylan and their full back and we looked very dangerous up front. Of course, we allowed them to carry the ball forward too but that was more about the midfielders needing to apply more pressure rather than the forwards. 

This week we play Ivanhoe, our traditional rivals. This is a battle for top spot and we should approach the game with confidence because we are playing well. Go Roys! 
Round 4
Fitzroy 3-5-23 Defeated By Beverley Hills 6-10-46
As usual, before the game, junior players can't help but look across at their opponents and make assumptions about the way the game will pan out. “Whoa, look at that guy. He's huge.” And “Jeeze, they look big.” These comments come with a standard look of awe and foreboding. The associated body language hasn't changed in generations, either; slightly stooped shoulders, looking across at teammates for support, furrowed brows, concerned. But then, all of this is forgotten when the leather is tossed into the air and kids throw themselves at it, trying desperately to rein the damn thing in and construct something with it. 

The first quarter soon showed spectators that this was no mismatch. Against the wind, we were good. In the absence of Tom in the centre, Nick Gibbons produced some brilliant football, baulking and thumping the ball forward, lunging desperately to spoil and laying off to the skipper, Dylan who also imposed himself on the game. It was great to see rebound and run from Liam and John, too. Those two were important all day and created a number of opportunities for us. Roger at centre half forward was just unstoppable as he racked up a number of possessions while Abraham and Gabe kept getting into smart positions and pressuring opponents. 

  

With the wind in the second quarter we just couldn't hold our tackles and didn't quite support our teammates, as we should. At the main break, we were just hanging on. Although, Laurie was dominant, Boycey dangerous and Ben supporting the ever reliable Sam Gill in the back half. 

  

The third quarter saw us playing some courageous football. Paddy used his strength to shrug off opponents, keep the ball in the forward line and create opportunities. We were able to hold our opponents somewhat and went into three quarter time six goals down, 

  

The final quarter was sensational. The whole team lifted as we stormed home with the breeze at our backs. A super goal from Trevor seemed to ignite the team early inside the first minute. We dominated for the next ten minutes with Boycey unlucky not to kick truly while Roger was powerful, feeding handballs out to hard running teammates. Sam Gritzalis was superb. He went on so many dashing runs and broke the game open so well that the opposition coach was heard to say, “Get on that Bloody number 46” and “How much time's left?” The Last quarter also saw the rise of new boy Dieter, commanding in his performance at centre half back. We saw Tony bob up with several last quarter touches, including one terrific chest mark backing into a pack. Well done, Tony. Finnian was also in top form down back, reliably taking plenty of goal saving grabs in the last 15 minutes. Will Green also showed he'd recovered from his mid-week illness and played great defensive footy. 

  

Max Lanskis, Laurie and Dylan were very important in the last quarter, each of them, taking powerful marks, playing on and getting the crowd on their feet through exciting football. In the end we lost but showed the type of football that could have beaten Beverley Hills on another day. That is, hard running, risk taking football with every player having some significant input. 

Round three:

Fitzroy 8-11-59 pts defeated Doncaster 6-4-40 pts

Sunshine, blue skies, smiling faces and stories of children putting on a feast for their mums this mothers' day (never mind the rumour it's not having to clean up afterwards that mums like best). Glorious! 

Kicking with the wind, the Roys played some sensational football early in the match. Dylan's raking left foot goal was a highlight with clever work from Tom on the half forward flank and that Gritzalis boy back with bounce in his gait. 

Nick Gibbons was dangerous and teamed extremely well with the undersized but hard running centre half forward, Liam. Paddy used his strength to snag an absolute beauty and Max slotted a typical Lanskis goal. I.e., an absurd snap over the shoulder that would do any contortionist proud. Will Green was unlucky not to get on the scoreboard as he was in everything. 

Into the wind, the Roys held their own with Dieter providing effective rebound off the half back flank and Sam Gill just fantastic at full back. Abraham gave us real spark deep in the forward line and could easily have kicked three or four goals on the day. 

The team has really started to play some strong football. Shepherds from Tom, Liam and Boycey enabled teammates to carry the ball and create scoring opportunities. The unrewarded running of Nick McMahon and John off half back and the wing was vital and dragged opponents away from the ball. This is ‘teamwork' and great to watch. 

The third term was scrappy with Fitzroy unable to break free enough to gain clean possessions and hit targets. While the opposition weren't too threatening, we just couldn't get up and running. To the side's credit, though, we continued to battle with Gabe, Tony and ‘Speccy' Kinsella pressuring their opponents well. 

Laurie was close to our best again with that mop of hair bobbing around as he darted off on yet another one of those jaunting runs. And wasn't it great to see Roger storming through the middle of the ground at pace, brushing past a number of opponents and nearly scoring. 

Ben had another great game with his diving chest mark deep in the back pocket a beauty. While, everyone was pleased to see Trevor play his first game for the Roys this week. Congratulations Trevor, well done! 

The final term was a cracker, with fierce contests and courage on display all over the ground. Into the wind, we were able to increase our three quarter time lead and really showed some class in finishing off a plucky opponent. 

After the game I thought I saw Jeremy taking notes as some of those post match pies were guzzled in the balmy Mid-May sun. Maybe he was planning Wednesday night's fitness session? 
Round 2

Fitzroy 5- 10- 40 pts defeated Heidelberg 3- 5- 23pts
What a fascinating game of football. Fitzroy had a different style of footy for each of the four quarters today.

We seemed to be second to the ball in the first quarter and unable to follow team rules. Only Laurie’s ruckwork, Dylan’s tireless running, leading and marking, Max Lanskis’s athleticism, Finnian’s courage and Liam’s dash off the half back flank kept us in the game. Fortunately, the opposition were not able to take advantage of our poor form and we held a slender lead at quarter time.

Then, during the second quarter we became the Fitzroy of old. We tackled, smothered, blocked, shepherded and ran in support of our team-mates. Abraham and Roger were terrific in defence, Nick Gibbons dominated his wing and Sam Gill dived full length to ‘touch’ the ball off an opponents boot in the goal square; courageous stuff. 

By the main break, the Roys were unable to make a great impression on the scoreboard but the intensity of effort was far greater; rewards would surely soon follow.

The third quarter saw Heidelberg playing the better footy. Again, The Roys were held together by some good football from only a few;  Sam Gill, Max, Liam, Laurie and Dylan. Heidelberg managed to distract a few of us and gained a handy eight point lead at three quarter time.

The final quarter was a breath of fresh air. The style of football was classic Fitzroy. Dylan and Laurie dominated out of the middle of the ground, Gabe, Tony, Ben, Nick Gibbons and Tom applied some superb forward pressure and created a series of scoring opportunities. 

Will shut down his opponent and looked exhausted by the end while Paddy took a top grab that almost resulted in another Vella-Horne goal.

Sam Boyce shut down his damaging opponent and picked up several possessions himself. This goes some way to explaining why a frustrated opponent gave the irrepressible Max a crucial‘12 point’ goal.

John’s shepherding and blocking were inspirational and Sam Gritzalis was unstoppable at half back. 

The Roys ran over the top of their opponents with sheer hard work and desire to win contested possessions. As a result, ball skills and confidence eventually returned with Fitzroy claiming their second scalp of the season.

 Round one: Fitzroy V St Mary’s (29/4/07)

Fitzroy 7 - 5 - 47 pts defeated St Mary's 1 - 2 - 8 pts
Congratulations on a great start to the year to all the team today. We got off to an absolute flyer in the first quarter with Paddy providing a focal point and a disciplined forward line following team rules. 

Nick Gibbons benefited most with two terrific goals. Dylan was at his imposing best, including a superb goal on the run, while the ruck division of Tom, Laurie, Sam Boyce and Sam Gritzalis really controlled the midfield.

In the second quarter, the fine efforts of ‘dashing’ Dieter and Nick McMahon in providing run off the half back line was great to see while Roger ‘The Rock’ Paul took some towering marks.

Goals to Laurie and Sammy G put the game out of St Mary’s reach in the second quarter as The Roys took an unbeatable 39 nine point lead at half time.

With rain falling for the first time since 1972, the opposition fought back strongly in the second half. However, John was outstanding on his wing as Abraham fed the ball out of heavy traffic to running midfielders and Ben applying serious pressure Fitzroy was able to hold off any serious threat from St Mary’s.

Sam Gill was a comfortable winner at full-back in the last quarter as the opposition applied enormous pressure. Max Lanskis was rewarded for clever work, as his opponent ploughed into his back, converting a final quarter goal. With players thrown around in unfamiliar positions, it was encouraging to see the team hold their advantage til  the end.

What a great way to start the year. Go Roys!

