Fitzroy Under 13 Brown
Match reports 2008

[image: image1.png]



	Round 1
	Round 5
	Round 9
	Round 13
	

	Round 2
	Round 6
	Round 10
	Round 14
	

	Round 3
	Round 7
	Round 11
	Round 15
	

	Round 4
	Round 8
	Round 12
	Round 16
	


Round Two - Fitzroy v St Marys

The sign in the rooms said “100% effort 100% of the time” and that is exactly what the U13 Browns gave today in their first win of the season against the powerhouse of St Marys at Ramo.  Bruce refused to single out any one player in what he described as “a real team effort”.  From Harry H’s first goal to Paul’s last one in the final term, the boys were well drilled and disciplined in their 10 point win over St Marys’ top U13 team.

There were 4 boys celebrating the big 50 games milestone match!  Dom, Harry S, Jules and Matthew all got to run through the banner which is always a thrill.  Shame the moment can’t last longer – or the banner for that matter!!  Congratulations to those boys!  Jules, Harry and Dom can also boast two Grand Final appearances in those 50 games and Matthew one, not bad!

Maybe the boys were inspired by this or maybe they gained some confidence from their hard fought game against Kew last week.  Perhaps it was the gorgeous weather or maybe it is those skins all the boys are wearing. Whatever it was, the boys moved the ball with skill from the first bounce.  Ben Symon made us all wish he would give up hockey!  What Jules lost in height he made up for in heart in a sizzling performance at centre half back.  David was strong.  George gave it his all at every contest.  Luke had a great 2nd half after a brief one sided discussion with his Dad!!  Paul copped a corkie and still kicked the sealer.  Harry S was a vital cog in the centre and Harry H kicked two crucial goals!  Everyone else played their part too.  Everyone did something great.  A smother, a tackle, a strong mark, a well timed handball, a shepherd it was all there today and it was great to watch.

It seems that Brown division is where we belong and we look ahead to our next round against Park Orchards.  Go Roys!
Round Three – Park Orchards v. Fitzroy
With showers forecast and a cold 15 deg, the day was already set up with a challenge for the Roy Boys – stay warm and run hard in the frosty elements. They were first on the field to warm up and looked pumped and positive after last week’s fantastic win and game plan firmly imprinted in their minds. Park Orchards had 3 players who were celebrating their 50th game and another banner was up for the run through – congratulations to those boys!!  With the uncertainty of this team’s ability the boys took their positions ready for the siren to blow …………

Fitzroy was away with the first tap of the ball and was unstoppable for the whole 1st quarter. They maintained dominant possession with great marks taken by Ben, Chris and Dom. Fantastic scoring from Sam, Harry. H, and Aiden, behinds from Harry.S, Ben Orien and Tully. Fitzroy back line was extremely quiet – enjoying their team mates great play I’m sure.

2nd quarter proved more of a contest with the ball moving further to the back line and forcing all players to snap to attention and get into the game plan. Great marks from Nick and Aiden, some great foot work and handballing from Matthew. Harry took a push to the back which resulted in a free kick and another goal for the Roys!! A tackle between a Shark and Roy Boy resulted in a head collision and both players being taken from the field – Evan was sporting a spectacular egg on his forehead and was unfortunately out for the rest of the game – great play Evan, hope you recovered ok……

A messy start to the 3rd gave the sharks the opportunity to find the gaps and begin the fight back. They seemed to move with more ease putting real and threatened pressure on the game outcome – now was not the time to sit back and enjoy the victory, much more work was needed. Still great work from the Roys – marks from Sam and Aiden sending ball down to goal end but unfortunately no score, Dom again keeping on track with contact. The Sharks were able to steal the ball at one point with no Roy Boys in sight and score a goal – all the boys where getting tired. Lots of handballing – more foot contact required but still some great football going on.

The final quarter saw no score from the Roys and some “butter finger” play, but they were able to keep the defense strong enough for the Sharks to only score twice – thankfully behinds. 
Final score Park Orchards 2. 5. 15 def. by Fitzroy 6. 10. 46

Well done Roy Boys, good luck next week.

Round Four - Fitzroy v. Preston Bullants
They say a week is a long time in football so, it follows, that a year is a life time and it seemed that way today when Fitzroy met the Preston Bullants at Ramsden St.

Last season, the Bullants were undefeated during the home and away part of the season and beat us twice by 2 points.  Of course, we went on to defeat them in the final but there were still some nerves as the boys gathered for today’s big game.

Once more, Fitzroy celebrated a milestone game.  Nick, Orien and Levi playing 50 games of junior footy.  Well done boys!!!  I am sure their 50th game will be one of their more memorable ones.  It was a great team effort and 4 quarters of committed, disciplined football.

Before the game Bruce seemed to be inspired from above when he asked the boys to “do for your teammate as you would have your teammate do for you”.  In other words, he asked each one of them to support their teammate the way they would like to be supported.  Football is a TEAM game; no one player can do it alone.  The ball getter must be protected with shepherds and tackles.  Bruce asked them to play hard team footy.

Out they ran through the banner and team footy is exactly what they played from the first bounce to the final bell.  The centre clearances were fantastic, the boys dominated all day.  David tapped down to those fleet footed midfielders, who delivered the ball to the forwards.  Amongst the highlights, two beautiful goals to Harry H against the wind and Orien’s amazing goal from deep in the pocket in the second term was a joy. Harry S and Chris were everywhere.  Paul was using his pace to advantage. Two more goals to Ayden and a nice running goal to Luke and by half time, the scoreboard showed Fitzroy’s stronghold on the game.

Bruce was pleased with the commitment and endeavour shown.  We learned from last week’s game that leading on the scoreboard was not always a sure way to make the coach happy!  Who knew he meant it when he said “it is not about winning” Bruce was happy this week!  He wanted everyone to do their part and they were.  “United we can achieve anything,” he told them.

During the second half, Bruce moved the boys around a bit.  Highlights included a great pack mark from a Bullant kickout by Jules which he converted.  A great tap to Matt by Harry H who passed to George and ended in a goal to Otto.  There was the great goal by Ronaldo, sorry, I mean Sean in the final term - a wonderful soccer kick off the ground! Evan was solid in the backline, running forward and it was good to see him recovered from the knock to the head he suffered last week.  Liam showed what he can do with a great run up the wing which resulted in another goal.  Dom and Levi played hard footy all day, tackling and applying pressure to the opposition and Nick and Sam were both great swapping CHB and CHF during the game.  Tully was also in the play taking a great mark at the end of the game which saw him just a little too far out to score.  

It was a game to remember, possibly the best game this season.  It seems we are at home in this Brown division.

Final score:  Fitzroy  10 – 12  (72)  defeated  Preston  0 – 1 (1)

Round Five – Camberwell v. Fitzroy

MOTHERS’ DAY CHALLENGE!

The ‘Sharks’, (Camberwell) just down from Gold, won the toss, gaining an advantage on this large, undulating ground. The boys were pretty pumped up at the beginning of the game, relishing last week’s triumphant win. It didn’t take long however for the reality to hit home that this was a very different side. Hard tackling, lots of pressure, some brutal language and a fast pace seemed to knock the wind out of them in the early stages of the game. With David winning out of the centre initially, some great tackling and winning the ball by the midfield, the Sharks finally showed their stuff when they ran with the ball and scored the first goal. Paul’s snappy response, our first goal, put the Roy Boys on the scoreboard and the tussle was on! Bruce praised the boys at quarter time for their manning up, their contesting in the air and some lovely work from Harry S, Chris on the wing and Luke in half back. The score of one goal each at the first break reflected the tough fight ahead and the boys were holding their own.

With accurate marking and controlled play, the Sharks established their dominance in the second quarter. The score at half time did not reflect the hard work that the boys put in, and even though they kept the Sharks out of their half of the ground for much of the quarter, when the Sharks got the ball into their territory, they converted and scored! The boys played their hearts out, and were often first to the ball in a very tough contest. The half time score of 3.1 to 1.2 told the story of a competitive tussle!

The theme of the last half of the game was pressure, pressure, pressure. While the back line did their job well and the midfield held their own, both sides scrambled and fought each other for the ball. The third quarter score of 1.1 each had everyone biting their nails at this point and the boys on both sides were tiring. 

Bruce asked the boys to ‘look for the space’ in the final quarter, and they responded to the call. Some lovely marking from Dom, Evan and Sam, a great final goal from Harry S, and four shots for goal from the team had our boys lodging 5 scoring shots (11 points!) to the Shark’s one (6 points).

At the final siren, the loss to the Sharks of six points (32 to 26) reflected their greater accuracy with the ball, but not the gutsy fight our boys put up. It was a good contest, with the boys having to reach into their skills bags to stay in the game…which they did, never giving up.
David won the Shark’s medal for the best Fitzroy player of the day, and the team deserved to be proud of their effort against this tough side.
Round Six – Fitzroy v. Hawthorn Citizens
Bruce's pre-match message was "Don't be afraid to take a tackle, and put into practice what you learnt at training"
 
David's first strong, clean tap set the standard for the game. The ball stayed in our half for the majority of the 1st quarter, and spectators were treated to some lovely passages of play. Our first goal went to Aiden, the second to Jules, and the third to Nick, after a screamer of a mark. Our score board was a perfect 3 0 18 to Hawthorn 1 6 7 at the end of the quarter. The wind was fierce, and we had been kicking against it! Clive Meltzer was heard to exclaim "who needs the wind?"
 
Bruce's quarter time remarks were to commend the wings forming a good strong wall, and a mention to Evan for his fabulous run. He encouraged the boys to use the wind with big long kicks, to do lots of talking, to make a clean start with strong taps, passing down to the forward pocket for Ben to score.
 
The opening minutes of the second quarter mirrored the first, with the ball in our half for the lion's share of the time, and Bruce's script being followed to the letter. 
Jules Magic Hands Everywhere Man centred a classy kick to Orien to push forward for Ben's second goal of the quarter. Fleet-footed Harry Skacej avoided the opposition to continue to follow the  script. Aiden showed gritty perseverence on a ball that kept eluding him, and yet which he eventually took full possession of. Ben's third goal was followed by one from Harry S, then two from David after a swift scoop from the ground. Luke had a very solid quarter in the centre, Matthew redirected the ball from the defensive half back into our forward half at least three times, Sam took very strong marks in defence, and the whole team worked as a cohesive unit to both score, and prevent the opposition from scoring. At half time, the score was Fitzroy 58 to Hawthorn 7. 
 
The smile on Bruce's face was s wide as the Nile. And why wouldn't it be? The boys had listened and followed out his instructions to the letter. The scores for the quarter were 40 to 0!
 
Sam did a valiant job in the ruck this quarter, Liam took 3 fantastic marks, Otto looked extremely strong, Ben continued to play his heart out, Sean took a clean mark in an unfamiliar defensive position, Harry Skacej used his great hands to good effect, and Harry Heard was brave and full of perseverence, as usual. Chris, Tully and Levi, the quiet achievers, played their dependable parts, George and Paul did some nice work together on the flanks.
Somehow, we couldn't translate all this good work to scores on the board. Nevertheless, many boys had the opportunity to play in unfamiliar positions, and learnt a new sense of confidence in these roles.
Scores at the end of the quarter Fitzroy 58 to Hawthorn 20
 
The fourth quarter started well with Jules kicking the first goal. After a lovely mark from Evan, the wheels were set in motion for Ben to pass to Orien for the next goal, then followed quickly by a very smooth passage of play which culminated in a swift pass from Jules to Harry Skacej to send the ball through for another sure goal. There were moments when the ball's journey back into our scoring zone was difficult and scrappy, but there were moments also of heroic play, such as when Liam put his body on the line, smothering the ball as it came off the boot of one of the fiercest opposition players. 
By following the script layed out by Bruce, by putting their training into practice, and by working hard to gain and keep possession of the ball, the team were rewarded richly by a resounding win, with a final score of 13 4 82 to 4 4 28. Well done boys, it was a fine game of football, and we hope you can keep up and build on the good work. 
Round Seven – Balwyn v. Fitzroy
The signs were not all good as the boys gathered for the game against Balwyn at Balwyn Park.  Dom was to miss another week with a bruised heel, leaving a gap especially in defence.  The temporary clubrooms were cramped portables that did not inspire and the energy was down, especially compared to last week.

I, for one, feared the worst when Balwyn scored the first goal but there was no need to worry.  The boys settled and found their way with goals to Jules and Ayden but it was not a great effort and Bruce let them know at the quarter time break.  He thought they were “playing like U-11s” and he implored them - “don’t wait, GO IN!”

The boys lifted during the next two terms.  David and Nick shared the ruck work and both were effective.  Sam, who has been a great addition to the team all year, was exceptional at centre half back today.  Otto was terrific, particularly in defence.  The forward work of Matthew and David in the third term was fantastic and the two of the them added four goals between them.  

The final term saw Balwyn rally on the scoreboard but the truth was, Balwyn were a hard side to shake off all day and the scoreboard was the only place they did not exert pressure.  A disciplined and well drilled team, they manned up all day and really stifled the running game we have come to enjoy from Fitzroy.  It made it a frustrating game to watch but all credit to Balwyn for keeping to their game all day and all credit to Fitzroy for finding a way to win and win comfortably.

Going up to Brown this year has been a huge challenge and a challenge Fitzroy have tackled head on and with great success but no game has been easy and no game will be.  Each week these boys have to be on their game and ready to play.  I have no doubt they will be.

Final score Balwyn 3.3 – 21 defeated by Fitzroy  8.7 – 55

Round Eight – Bundoora  v. Fitzroy
For those of us watching from the sidelines, one of the best wins of the season thus far. “A great physical contest, an impressive, hard game, with everyone watching out for each other”, were Bruce’s final words to the boys. Bundoora were a physically tough side, Our boys, played for each other and should be very proud of their integrity, commitment and effort, the final score of 9.8 (Roy Boys) to 6.5 (Bundoora) reflecting their hard fought dominance over the ground on the day.

Mathew’s goal in the first minute of play set the scene for a great start. His second goal, followed very quickly by a beautiful goal from Orien, reflected the fantastic effort by the back line and the midfield to keep Bundoora from getting a look in at the ball. Bruce highlighted the work done by Otto, Jules and Orien contributing to the first quarter score of 3.3 to 0.1. Although the second quarter was scrappier and tougher, Bruce’s request to the boys to ‘keep up with them, stay on them’ was heeded by the whole team. Evan had a fantastic game, working very hard all day in the back line and David took some beautiful marks in the second quarter. Luke was everywhere on the ball, an anchor for the whole game. Sean had a great go at being in the ruck. Dom and Levi were great in defence. Often being the only player between a score to Bundoora, more often than not Dom managed to keep their ball from going between the posts! Well done Dom! David’s goal from a set shot kept the boys with a reasonable lead at half time, with the score 4.5 to 2.2.

The hard physical slog continued into the third term. Some highlights were Nick and Aiden’s work up forward, Harry H and Evan, Otto in the ruck, the combination of Orien, Jules and Matt in the midfield, with Luke always on the ball in the pack and Liam with some stunning tackles. The score heading into the final term was 5.7 to 3.3. The boys continued their team effort and co-ordinated attack on the ball. Talking and shepherding when needed and keeping their eye out for each other, they displayed tenacity for the whole game that was a joy to watch. The quarter began in style! David doing his trademark work in the ruck, some great tackling by Luke, Orien, Sean, Liam and Paul, solid ball work by George, Chris, Sam and Tully resulted in the first Fitzroy goal of the quarter from Luke, and a beautiful goal out of the scrum by Aiden at a 60’ angle. With Jules’ set goal in front of the posts from 2 x 50 metre penalties, Harry S’s run out of the pack to score from some great play down the middle of the ground and Luke’s constant hard work on the ball, the final score was 9.8 to 6.5. Everyone needed to be acknowledged and mentioned. They played as a team, backed each other up and won the respect of the day!

A great game. Well done, Roy Boys.
Round Nine – Fitzroy  v. Surrey Park
Sunday morning – the alarm was back on - yes, football was back on again after a long weekend free of sports for many of us.

The boys were keen and started off well. It was a good start with some great team play by the boys, leading to the first goal for Fitzroy by Matthew.  The football was free flowing and the good play continued with the ball ending up with Ben in the forward pocket, who passed the ball to David for another goal.  Further goals to Paul and David in the first quarter gave the team a handy lead at quarter time.

Fitzroy  4 – 1 = 25 to Surrey Park 1 – 1 = 7

In the second quarter Surrey Park fought back well with their fast running play, outscoring Fitzroy by three goals to Fitzroy’s two, a good half of football from the Fitzroy boys.  At the half time break Bruce commented that the opposition were a good side and that both teams were fighting hard for the ball. He was pleased that the boys were running in numbers, and supporting their team mates which resulted in the team leading at the half time break.

Fitzroy  6 – 3 = 39 to Surrey Park 4 – 3 = 27

The boys ran out for the 3rd quarter – they were ready to go, they ran out to their coach yelling behind them “run in numbers, be more physical, make sure you hold onto your tackles”. The first goal this quarter was from David but the opposition responded with a quick goal.  The Fitzroy boys persevered with some good play down the lines, and a pass from David to Matthew scored Fitzroy another goal. It wasn’t long again before David had the ball again and another goal was scored. Our defence and the midfield were playing well, continually repelling Surrey Park and getting the ball down towards the goals ensuring Fitzroy kept the lead at the final change. 

The opposition were a good side, but our boys were playing well. Good work from Liam on the wing, Jules, and Luke in the centre taking great marks; Chris’s running, Ayden doing just as the coach asked, and Sam playing an outstanding game staying on his opponent. Dom, Levi, Otto, Ben, Evan and Orion were all sticking to their task and playing well.  

Fitzroy  9 – 5 = 59 to Surrey Park 5 – 5 = 35

In the final quarter all the boys continued their attack on the ball, Nick and Ben both having played a great game in the ruck, and the team continued to dispose of the ball cleanly, even though the wind picked up in the final quarter they went on to finish the game winners on the day. In all, a great team effort – well done boys!

Final score  Fitzroy 11 – 7 = 73 to Surrey Park 5 – 10 = 40

And to me – my 1st ever match report without fully understanding the game – I hope this all makes sense and thanks to my team of parents who assisted with who did what on the ground!

Round Ten– Fitzroy v. Kew
Pre match messages from Bruce:
Work on effective tackling
Do not go wide
Take the game to the opposition
Be Focussed, United, Hard, Disciplined
 
The game started with a great tap from David, Jules got the first kick. Sam did some tough work in defence, and the ball stayed in our half of the ground for the first ten minutes. The game was scrappy, the ground was muddy, and the ball was greasy.
Good work in defence by Evan and Ayden, some fabulous teamwork, 2 lovely marks to Matthew, a goal to Harry H, neat hip and shoulder to Otto. Great team spirit and fighting all the way. Smooth scoop of Matthew's. A stunning mark of Sean's, exemplary running, talking and handpassing.
First quarter scores Fitzroy 2 3 15 to Kew 0 0 0
Bruce's messages; Great pressure and tackling, keep up the good work and once again meet the target of EFFECTIVE TACKLES.
 
Again a great tap to David. Kew flooded our half.
Jules goal from free kick.
Fitzroy acted as a  cohesive unit to close down the opposition.
Great smart work from Chris running into the back line, Ayden always strong, nifty scooping from Luke, and Evan our  last line of defence. Dom's good instincts in defence noticable a few times, turning away from danger to elude opposition.
Half time score Fitzroy 3 3 21 Kew 0 1 1
 
The third quarter was characterised by lots of soccering. Otto displayed solid kicking skills, Jules showed aggressive tackling and Orien demonstrated very confident marking.
Kew got their confidence, but our boys always managed to shut them down. Our scoring shots were not effective, either, and we scored 3 points for the quarter, with a three quarter time score of 3 6 24 to Kew again 0 1 1
 
Bruce told the boys that some of them were not dirty enough!
He implored Tully to stick on the ball in a contest, and during the final term he certainly followed this instruction, with some very determined play.
Every member of our team played their part, and they can all be proud of their efforts as a very impressive unit.
 
Final score
Fitzroy 4 10 34 Kew 0 1 1
 
Once again, a demonstration of what great teamwork, great skills, and following the coach's instructions can lead to.   
 
Round Eleven – St. Mary’s  v. Fitzroy

‘A Character Building Game’

Q1.
It was a very windy, cold start that greeted the boys and their intrepid parents at Greensborough Park early on Sunday morning. The team was depleted with the absence of Chris, Ben, Matt, Tully, Orien and Harry S. Harry S will be out of the team for four weeks with a fractured collar-bone, and sorely missed! The boys welcomed Brendan to the side for the day, as well as playing alongside one of St. Mary’s players for this quarter wearing the red and blue! Knowing that St. Mary’s was a tall side, and hungry for a win, Bruce asked the boys to punch the ball forward, and warned them that they would have a contest on their hands. And they did! St. Mary’s kept our boys scoreless for the first quarter with an aggressive control of the ball resulting in 9 scoring shots to lead 1. 8 (14) to nil.  The team found it hard to get to the ball, struggled to it out of the centre and seemed to work with each other at half pace. Dom however, fought valiantly in defence, Sam worked tirelessly (all day) and Evan, Harry H and Levi did their best to stem the tide. 

Q2.
Thankfully, both Tully and Orien joined the team by the start of the second quarter. With David in the ruck, and Sam, Aiden and Otto working well with each other to defend against this strong side, two points were scored leaving the half time score at 4.11 (35) to 2. At the half time break, Bruce asked for a much greater effort from everyone, and challenged the boys to lift up their heads, kick into the space, and proceeded to shift everyone’s position. “It’s all about the character of the team”. 

Q3.
Bruce worked his magic and the boys found some heart. Sam, Levi, Dom, Aiden, Shaun, and Liam moved up forward. Paul, Harry H, Brendan, George and Nick were on the back line. Jules was asked to stick like glue on one of St. Mary’s best, and Otto and Orian were roving. With Luke in the centre, David in the ruck and Tully and Evan on the wings the team had reconfigured and must have bamboozled the opposition.   In the first minutes of the quarter, Liam kicked a goal from a scramble in front of goal and for much of the quarter the ball was kept in our forward half of the ground. Another goal from a scrum (couldn’t work out who kicked it!) showed a team that was working much better together. Harry H, Sam, Luke, Evan, Paul, George and Nick had a great quarter. St. Mary’s added only two points to their score (37) and we were 2.3 (15). 

Q4. Although Fitzroy was outscored again in this quarter, many of St. Mary’s points were rushed and they met some feisty opponents. Nick was brilliant in defence and Aiden kicked a great goal. All the boys tackled hard, were prepared to go for the ball and didn’t give up. The final score of 6.18 (54) to 3.3 (21) reflected the effort the boys made after half time. It was great to see the boys play in different positions and continue to support each other as a team. The psychology of footy teams is fascinating, and while this game was not one of their best, it allowed them to explore playing a little differently and they didn’t lie down! 

Kerry Proctor 
Round Twelve– Fitzroy  v. Bulleen/Templestowe

1st quarter:

Boys seem fired up after a week’s break.

Otto kicks our 1st goal. Harry S. kicks our 2nd goal. Soon after, straight out of the centre, Aiden picks up and snaps Fitzroy’s 3rd goal. Some fantastic passages of play are seen in this quarter, from Orien to Aiden, and later Orien kicks Fitzroy’s 4th goal.

Quarter time: 

Bruce’s comments: ‘Fantastic 1st quarter boys, but Fitzroy has to play as a team and look out for each other, and create open space’.

2nd quarter:

Jules continues his fine form, marks well and goes hard for the ball. Nicholas H. is also having a great 2nd quarter. Orien is another player who is in outstanding form today. Bulleen manages to get their 1st goal 8 minutes into the 2nd quarter. Our first goal, late into the 2nd quarter, comes from a good passage of play where Harry H. capped off with a goal.

Half time: Bruce’s comments: ‘You are not running into the wind, there are no clean disposals, you are not looking out for each other and you have to work it out as a team’.

3rd quarter:

Paul kicks a long 20 meter kick into the wind and Orien marks, plays on and kicks the 1st goal of the 3rd quarter. Paul is having a great 3rd quarter. We have had some opportunities in this quarter but have resulted in behinds. Late in the 3rd quarter, Jules gets the passage of play, passes on to Aiden and is followed by a goal. David kicks a long high kick into the forward line and is taken by Paul. Paul snaps over his right shoulder to awaiting Sam. Sam marks the ball and kicks a goal at the end of the 3rd quarter.

4th quarter

Fitzroy has a good lead going into this last quarter. Fitzroy 58 – Bulleen 7 points. Bulleen gets 1st goal of the quarter. David playing well (as always) taps down to Matthew in the forward line and Matthew kicks our 1st goal of the last quarter. Bulleen get their 2nd goal 10 minutes into the last quarter.

Final scores: Fitzroy 65, Bulleen 21

Outstanding players: Orien, Matthew, Jules, Aiden, Otto 

Match Report by: Bill Dellaportas

Editing & Typing by: Tiffany Vassilacos

Round Thirteen– Warrandyte v. Fitzroy

It is such a lovely drive out to Warrandyte on a Sunday.  Once upon a time, we would have been on our way to a nice little bakery and the promise of a Devonshire tea but today we were on our way to the much anticipated U13 Brown clash with top of the ladder Warrandyte and only the hope of an half decent coffee from the canteen!

The outer suburban grounds are always such a treat to play at.  They are well maintained, picturesque and have a lovely atmosphere and this ground was no exception.  Nestled amongst the trees, Warrandyte’s home ground was not a big ground but it had great facilities.  There was a lovely little stand with seating and the parents quickly congregated there.  I still love Ramo home though with the city skyline backdrop and the wonderful coffee it is a pleasure to play there.

Back to Warrandyte, there was one big change to the U13 Browns this week.  Out: B Edwards   In:  T Eaton.  Bruce had decided that the new assistant coach could take the reins for a game. Tom is really keen to coach and needs more experience.  Bruce was only too pleased to offer him the opportunity.  Of course, Bruce was not far away, he took over as runner for the game.  This much anticipated clash just got more interesting!!  Would the boys overcome the ladder leaders?  Would Bruce run out the whole game?

Well, the boys could not overcome but only just.  Tom did a great job leading the boys.  They lost by 3 points in a great game of junior football.  The Warrandyte coach, in his post match address, said this was the best game of football they had had all season.  Warrandyte are a well coached, skilful, tall, strong marking, running side and we are every bit as good as them!  At the start of the year, the goal for this side was to stay in Brown and be competitive.  Well, you can tick that box!  I could write all day about these boys.  I could write pages about the game on Sunday and mention every single child but I won’t – partly because I do not have time and partly because I didn’t have a notebook at the game!! This group play as a team now and every player from the bench to full back makes his mark at some point and that is why they are not only staying in Brown but going to play finals in Brown.  So much has been achieved so far but the season is not over yet.  The team can achieve so much more and maybe even go one more than last season.

So, how did Bruce enjoy his brief stint as runner?  Well, he showed great initiative in the job.  Yelling the message out from a distance was one, I think this allowed for a more open management of the team and getting one player to pass the message to the player further away was a way to give the players some sense of responsibility and ownership!  Did he pull up sore?  Yes, but not from the game.  The cinema seating for The Dark Knight which we saw later that night caused the tightness in his lower back.   Yeah, sure! 
Final score: Warrandyte 7 – 2  (44) to Fitzroy 5 – 11 (41)

Round Fourteen– Fitzroy v. Camberwell

Pipped at a muddy post!

Q.1
It was a very wet, soggy, cold Sunday morning at Peterson Oval. The mud was knee-deep and looking ominously like the football grounds of old! Bruce warmed the boys up with instructions to ‘talk, support each other and tackle low’. Camberwell looked pumped, tall and ready to tackle our boys. The mud dominated and the quarter was scrappy, messy and difficult. Aiden kicked a goal out of the mud, Dom and Levi did great work in defence and Tully, Otto and Chris managed to rise above the difficult conditions to keep the score at 1.1 (Fitzroy) to 4 points (Camberwell).

Q.2
Bruce’s message was that the boys needed to tackle hard, go for the ball and support each other. David and Harry S shone with some great tackles, with David converting to a goal after Liam set it up beautifully. Tully was working tirelessly, Sam doing a great job in defence, Brendan on the wing and the boys contesting well on the back line kept us almost level pegging with Camberwell. The half time score was 2.2 (F) to 2.5 (C)

Q.3
At half time the boys were encouraged to give more, show greater commitment to each other as a team, waste less time, and go harder for the ball.  Tully, Brendan and Chris continued to work hard and David’s trademark hit-outs from the centre allowed the midfield to work at half pace, Nick, Levi Dom in the backline to do a good job of keeping Camberwell’s hunger for the ball from converting to goals. The team as a whole however seemed to find it hard to get going and the conditions appeared to make it difficult to generate enthusiasm for the game.  Despite this, the score at three quarter time was 3.3 (F) to 3.6 (C).

Q.4
The game was a tough one for injuries. Our boys got knocked around, but showed some remarkable pluck in going back onto the ground after being knocked about. A goal kicked by Fitzroy in the last five minutes of the quarter lifted Fitzroy to the lead by three points, and the energy and commitment of the boys.  They perked up, began to tackle hard, go for the ball, work together and could smell victory! Not to be. Twenty seconds before the siren, Camberwell kicked a goal and won the day. The final score was 4.3 (F) to 4.8 (C). Bruce’s message to the boys at the end of the game was that although it wasn’t their best performance, the lesson to be heeded yet again was that working together as a team is important. Without taking that on board the team is vulnerable, as they were on the day, to a hungrier side. 

Ben S played the game with a broken finger, Luke had limited lung capacity due to a cold, and Sam was recognised by Camberwell for his gutsy playing-on after ‘the biggest thumping I have seen in a long time’ according to Camberwell’s coach. Given these conditions, it was definitely another character building game!

Kerry Proctor.
Round Fifteen– Hawthorn Citizens v. Fitzroy

Before the game Bruce told the boys to go out and enjoy their footy.. the sun was back out after the wet conditions from the previous week, and the side needed a win to cement a spot in the finals.

The side came out of the blocks fast, with some excellent teamwork producing four first quarter goals to Fitzroy. 

At quarter time Bruce instructed David to knock the ball as far forward as he could in ruck contests instead of tapping to the on-ballers. The results were instantaneous with a goal resulting from that strategy within the first minute of play of the second quarter. The team kicked three further goals for the quarter whilst Hawthorn scored two goals.

The third quarter was an even tussle, with the Hawks slightly having the better of us, outscoring Fitzroy by two goals to one to be within striking distance at three quarter time.

In the last quarter the boys played team oriented, disciplined football to outscore Hawthorn by four goals to one to run out comfortable winners by 46 points in an even team performance.

Final Score:
Fitzroy 12. 7. 79  def.  Hawthorn Citizens  5. 3. 33  
Round Sixteen – Fitzroy v. Balwyn

‘FINISH THE SEASON WITH A SONG’

Bruce’s words to the boys at the beginning of the game were heeded by the team, and the Roy Boys marched arm in arm to the rooms at Ramsden Street with a solid win over Balwyn of 19 points. The final score of 4.9 to 2.2 reflected the commitment made by the boys to their inclusion in the finals!

The first quarter saw some good footy from everyone, but particularly from Nick, Luke, David, Aiden, Jules, Orien, Brendan, Paul, Sean and Sam. Bruce was pleased that the ball was mainly up the Fitzroy end of the ground, and Balwyn were kept to a one-point score. The boys ran with ball well, marked accurately, smothered and tackled courageously and won the praise of the coach (Tom! With Bruce on the sidelines with the runner’s vest on). The score at the first turn was 2.2 (F) to 0.1 (B)

The wind sprung up in the second quarter, just in time for our players to test their ‘kicking against the wind’ skills! There were some beautiful passages of play from Jules to Luke to Aiden to David, Orien played gutsy football in the midfield and scored the quarter’s only goal, with Evan, Dom, Sam and Otto doing a great job of building a defensive wall in the back line. Harry H showed what he was made of, with an amazing run and tackle for the ball. Balwyn played a good quarter, were a gutsy side and their half time score of 2.2 (B) to our 3.3 (F) kept the pressure on Fitzroy to ‘step up’, ‘man up’, and  ‘heads down’ in the second half of the game. 

The second half of the game was more of a slog, with the wind playing havoc with the ball, and points were kicked instead of goals, except for David’s amazing goal across the wind from the forward pocket at a hard angle. Although Balwyn contested and defended well, we kept them scoreless for the whole of the second half. The game however, frustrated our boys which seemed to create lots of spaces to make mistakes. There were some highlights though. Liam played beautifully on the wing, Sam was everywhere, and David kept the pressure up from the ruck. Good work from Nick also leading from full back into the ruck, and Brendan had a great game up at full forward. The final score was Fitzroy 4.9 (33) to Balwyn 2.2 (14).

It wasn’t the best game of the season, but it was a solid win and an opportunity for the boys and Bruce to see what skills needed to be honed for the more challenging finals game(s)! 

Kerry Proctor
