Fitzroy V Camberwell

The Roys snuck home by a point in an absolute heart stopper this afternoon. Both sides played some terrific footy over four quarters as the scores see sawed in a thrilling battle. 

We started superbly with Ben playing perhaps his finest game in Fitzroy colours as he snagged three sensational first quarter goals. With Max Lanskis providing great ground level support for Laurie at full forward, we were able to skip away to an early lead. 

Joseph played his best game for the year as he continually brought the ball to ground, tackled ferociously and annoyed the opposition tremendously with his determination. 

Despite the Roys’ best efforts, Camberwell continued to play dogged footy and kicked straight enough to frustrate us and stay in the game. The only thing stopping Sam Gritzalis, on the other hand, was himself. He very nearly took control of the match in the second quarter as he proceeded to kick four points, one out of bounds and one that fell short. We were two points down at half time but Sam Boyce thought, ‘it felt like we were in front.’

Throughout, I was delighted with Paddy’s performance in the ruck. He won his share of hitouts and competed well at ground level. He provides the team with the second ruckman we’ve been so desperately looking for. Paddy provided great service to the on ball brigade who were just fantastic all day. Tim was superb as he used his pace and deadly left foot to rack up possessions. Sam Gill relished his various roles. In particular, as a calm and clever midfielder who beat several opponents. Tony was again a terrific contributor for the Roys, too. He picked up many possessions and took several important marks for us today. Sam Boyce shook off his knee injury to give the side spark when it was his turn to go at the footy. Abraham’s goal proved decisive as he courageously put his head over the ball and was well rewarded.

John Murphy (father of Carlton’s Marc) was a great centreman named in Fitzroy’s team of the century. He would have been proud of Nick Gibbons today. Nick’s poise, class and peerless ability to win the ball were reminiscent of the brilliant Murphy senior. He certainly showed better judgement than his coach who thought Nick was ‘finished’ after half time and almost removed him from his pivotal role in the centre of the ground. Luckily the calm headed Craig Horne and Wayne Rickard were on duty in the pressure cooker coach’s box and suggested we check with the player himself. Nick gave himself the all clear and continued on his merry way.

Our half back line is beginning to look like its old self. Roy punters were delighted to see Roger back in his role as dashing centre half back, John created plenty of chances and Alex again showed his value to the side in another excellent display. 

Our third quarter was perhaps our best of the year. We cleverly shared the ball around, played on quickly and took the right options at the right times. Willo kicked a great goal, almost slotted another and handballed cleverly twice more as he really gave us a lift. Unfortunately, we relaxed and became a little untidy in the final few minutes of the third term and conceded two late goals. The margin was reduced to less than two goals.

Llewelyn used his pace to quieten his opponent while Finnian revived memories of his spectacular efforts of last season when he earned the nickname “Speccy’. Except this time he flew high and was crunched by his opponent mid flight before crashing to the ground. Ouch! Maybe ‘Speccy’ has become ‘Crash’.  

It was great to see Dieter back as he played an important role for us in the last line of defence. He shone in the pulsating last quarter as the Roys struggled to hold their hard fought lead. At one stage we were reduced to seventeen players on the field, including an injured Liam hobbling around at centre half forward.  It was Lilly Charlotte, though who caught most by surprise. A reputed classy left footer, I’d prefer to reserve my judgement. 

In the end, we just held on to a well deserved win. With eight points from the first four rounds of the season we are well placed and should feel confident in our ability to match it with all teams outside the four. In relation to those teams in the four, let’s have a look at the rearrangements of the Green division following the final grading game today.

Well done lads. This was a gutsy win against a desperate opponent.

