Fitzroy Versus Greythorn

The Roys are back. Having gone down to top side, Greythorn, the Greens can feel they achieved all of their goals as they pushed their opponents wonderfully over four quarters. 

Incredibly, we were the better team around the stoppages. Top sides tend to dominate in this area but Joseph and Paddy won most hit outs while the sensational Sam Gritzalis combined with the skilful and hardworking Nick Gibbons and the hard running Liam to provide highlights aplenty.

From the opening term, Max showed us that forwards are at their best when they are bullocking, desperate and committed to team football.  Later, Tom reminded us why we miss him so much as he took two fine overhead marks under pressure. The ‘thwack’ of the footy into his hands brought smiles all round. 

Our defence held well under extreme pressure as Greythorn pumped the ball forward regularly. Dieter was again amongst our best players while Ben outpointed his opponent on more than one occasion when switched from half forward in the second half.

Nick McMahon showed his usual flair and class as we welcomed him back into the team for the third time this year while Llewelyn showed the way with first, second and third efforts. Off half back, John held his opponent and read the play beautifully to regularly repel our opponents. Greythorn may well have studied up on the dangerous Rodger and attempted to drag him wide of the key centre half back position. Rodger was having none of this and dominated defensively anyway.

Dylan’s two brilliant goals from the boundary line were just reward for a superb, tenacious game while Willo seemed to thrive as he was pushed further up the ground. His shepherding and final quarter possessions were of real value to the team.

The whole team responded to calls for blue collar, tough, never give in football. Finnian and Tony both epitomised this direction as they ran to every possible contest, pressured opponents, forced turn overs and found themselves at the bottom of numerous bone crushing packs.

While the Roys were defeated convincingly on the scoreboard, we had set our goals around our attitude and effort. In these, we can claim a roaring return to form.

