Fitzroy Versus St Francis Xavier Whitehorse Colts

As the Under 14 Greens ran onto the field with 20 players, it was with the knowledge that their Fitzroy Gold counterparts were down to 17. In support of fallen comrades, we released John for the Gold fixture while the enigmatic Nick McMahon rushed from his soccer match across town to make his debut in the Golds.

Of course, we have spoken about the need to ensure equity across the teams in terms of numbers. So, this week we will be releasing an ‘injury’ roster for the Greens who will need to go across to the Golds when injuries affect that team. Of course we’ll try to ensure both sides have at least eighteen players each week. For the record, both Nick and John played very well in a very tough encounter with the slick and powerful Ivanhoe.

At the Brunswick Street Oval, meanwhile the Greens were up against old rivals Whitehorse Colts. We fell behind early in the first quarter but fought back well. 

The clever Ben Rickard bobbed up for two goals while Maxime made the mistake of playing beautifully across the half back flank (he prefers the forward pocket). Abraham showed us why the ‘one percenters’ are so important. He created goals just by shepherding and tackling.

Roger ‘The Rock’ was impassable at centre half back. His overhead marking and attack on the ball were fantastic. Dieter’s performance at full back confirms his development and allows us to use the versatile Sam Gill in other areas of the ground. Llewelyn was courageous and clever all day. I looked up my match day notes. They say, “Llewelyn: on fire.” Finninan kept his opponent quiet in a disciplined effort and the speedy, creative Tim gave his all in a wonderful game off half back.

On the wings we had fine contributions from Alex and Tony. Amongst their many highlights were their second and third efforts that put pressure on their opponents or saved us from being under pressure.

Up forward Paddy gave us a target again and showed his developing maturity by attacking the footy with confidence, marking overhead and kicking an important goal. Of course, he helped the wonderful Laurie out in the ruck, too.

We welcomed back the skipper from a very frustrating lay off. What a difference he makes to a team. A fine game from Dylan at centre half forward. Willo was able to hold his own against a damaging opponent and provides us with energy when it’s most needed. The same can be said for Joseph who again gave us a real presence in the forward line.

Liam is developing into a terrific footballer. He showed class as a forward and gave us drive around the stoppages when thrown into the midfield. Sam Boyce played his finest game for the year as he won many important clearances around the packs.     

Nick Gibbons continued his great form. Talk about a ball magnet! Sam Gritzalis was sensational again, although, you better not tell him that. His ego is big enough as it is. 

A great effort, overall with plenty to rave about. I guess that’s what I’ve just done.

