Fitzroy Versus Surrey Park

The last time Fitzroy met today’s opponent, Surrey Park, it was a bitterly cold and wet preliminary final in 2005.  Three years on, the similarities with that game were unmistakable; the Roys gave their all but were outclassed on both days.

Surrey Park took advantage of a strong breeze in the opening stanza, piling on forward pressure, forcing Dieter and Llewelyn to rescue the team on several occasions. Finnian was in his best form for the year and gave terrific support for the hard running and desperate Roger. Tim gave us some real highlights. He just quietly goes about his job each week, performing well beyond his football experience. Sam Gill’s defensive skills, meanwhile, stem from his canny use of football smarts gained through several years of experience.

The midfield found the going very tough today. Nevertheless, Paddy gave his all in the ruck, Liam used his skills to great effect, Nick Gibbons limited a damaging opponent and John won some key clearances. Later, Joseph battled wonderfully as he was thrown into the ruck. I enjoyed his third quarter effort in the forward pocket ruck contest where he took the ball from the boundary throw in, took off at great pace and slotted home a beauty. I thought Sam Gritzalis was superb as a tough, hard running on-baller. Considering his terrible Friday night, this was as good as Sam has performed for the Roys!

On the wings, Tony and Sam Boyce were terrific with Alex Molente as athletic and skilled as anyone on the ground. He takes a pounding every week and needs should know how highly he is rated.

Our forwards were unable to get their hands on the footy as much as they would have liked. Nevertheless, we were grateful for Max’s contribution, as he battled away despite his injury while Willo picked up valuable possessions in the final term when the pressure was right on.  Ben was elusive and creative. Had he been spotted more often he may have finished with a swag of goals. Dylan was like an old EH Holden. He took his time warming up, but eventually stamped his authority on the match, demanding the respectful attention of the opposition and finishing in his typically hard working and reliable manner.

In the end, I thought we played well below our ability. This could have been because a bigger opponent intimidated us early in the game, forcing us to turn the ball over and miss targets regularly. As the game wore on, our intensity lifted and our skill level improved somewhat. Given that we were below our best and were not blown away, we should be confident of matching Surrey Park in the return fixture later in the year. 

