Round one: Fitzroy Versus Park Orchards
Through the fields of Melbourne’s verdant eastern suburban bushland, past pony clubs, towering gums, kangaroos and possibly the endangered Orange-bellied Parrot, we arrived in the rain at Park Orchards for the Grand Final rematch. Nervous banter and wide smiles told of players’ excitement at the start of a new season.
From the outset, the Roys looked in control as the two newly promoted teams battled it out. The opening quarter saw Laurie decisively win the hit outs, giving John, Liam and Tom first use of the ball.  These four were unstoppable, racking up possessions and holding off their opponents. 
As Park Orchards looked to get into the game, Rodger, Nik McMahon and Sam Gill played fantastic footy across a very solid half back line. They attacked the ball with confidence, running off their opponents and creating opportunities for team-mates further up the field. 
As we went into the rooms for the main break three goals ahead, having dominated the half,  it seemed we were going to inflict a heavy defeat as revenge for our grand final pain.
The second half was a little different, however, as we struggled to run out the match. Our midfield began to tire, injuries forced players to line up in unfamiliar areas and we lacked the aggression of the first half.

Nevertheless, it was great to see Dieter hold down full back, outpointing his opponent all day in a mature display while Llewellyn showed he will be a key member of the defensive unit with a wonderful debut from the back pocket. Finn was at his nuggetty best as Abraham showed he could also play well in defence as he outpointed his opponent.
I was delighted with Willo and Joseph, both inexperienced footballers who, along with Ben, Trevor and Max were able to provide us with plenty of spark in the forward line. Of course, Dylan was unstoppable at centre half forward as he simply picked up from where he left off last year.
Both Liam and Sam Gritzalis were more than handy, too. Both of these boys were shuffled from one position to another as injuries took their toll in the heavy conditions. 
Alex Molente played an inspired game off the wing. He tirelessly worked all day, running deep into defence and then shooting at goal (and missing!) from the goal square. Tony was solid for the Roys on the other wing in his usual courageous way.
When the final siren sounded, we had exacted some revenge and got ourselves off to a great start in the Green competition. We need to be a little wary, however. In reality, we were scrappy in the second half and will need to improve in many areas if we’re to enjoy real success this year.
