Fitzroy (David) V Hawthorn Citizens (Goliath) 

“It’s a funny game, football.” Funny how we can walk away from a 90-odd point thrashing and feel pretty good about our performance. Here’s why:

Pre-game we acknowledged the opposition would be difficult to match up with. Instead of concerning ourselves with them, we concentrated on our own objectives. We were just great at achieving those. 

We kicked the first goal of the match as Ben blocked and shepherded beautifully allowing magic Max to squeeze the ball across to the hard running Sam Boyce who quickly got boot to ball for a clever goal. 

The gang tackling and application of pressure was fantastic. John smothered well and picked up many possessions, Liam ran as hard as ever and was rewarded with a near best on ground performance and Laurie matched a tough opponent all day in an impressive effort.

Throughout a fine first half at centre half forward, Sam Gritzalis showed us why we rate him so highly. He provided options for his team mates and found the ball on numerous occasions. Joseph was a terrific foil for Sam and it was fantastic to see him kick a well deserved goal late in the game.

By half time it was clear our defence was under intense scrutiny but continued to battle against the bigger opposition as Finn, the very quick pairing of Tim and Llewellyn and the outstanding Sam Gill provided us with a solid but undermanned defence. 

One of the most admirable qualities of this team is its ability to play as a team. Alex and Willo have fitted into this team seamlessly because they understand the team ethos of playing for each other. Another fine effort from these two today.

As the second half progressed we continued to fall behind as a bigger, stronger team outpointed us. Nevertheless, we had class aplenty. Nick Gibbons won a tremendous amount of the footy and cleverly set up play from around the stoppages. Roger moved into the ruck in the final quarter and continued on his merry way, dominating wherever he went.

The McMahon boys spent much of the second half as midfielders and showed that understanding we’ve come to expect. From the sidelines it’s uncanny, often inspirational.

The improvement of players such as Abraham and Tony is a genuine highlight as a coach. Both played important roles for us today and will continue to get better as the season moves on.

Finally, the support from the crowd gave the players a real lift. It was as if we had a glimpse of a by-gone era at the Brunswick Street oval. From my vantage point, in my periphery, a supportive crowd in front of an imposing heritage grandstand and the Roys battling it out in a typically courageous yet futile effort to compete on the scoreboard. Then, a burst of magic as Nick Gibbons bounced once, then twice, baulked cleverly, lined up the goals and audaciously banana-ed (yes, it’s a word) an absolute beauty on the siren. The cheering from the Fitzroy crowd seemed like a 1960s lion’s roar.

What a fitting end. While David did not slay Goliath in this instance, it sort of felt like it. 

