Fitzroy versus Whitehorse Colts

A punishing week on the training track saw a reinvigorated Fitzroy outplay Whitehorse Colts in an impressive win on Sunday.  What a relief!

The opening ruck contest reprised memories of their dominant 2007 combination as Laurie cleverly palmed the ball backwards to Tom for the first of many Fitzroy centre clearances. With Tom playing well in short bursts in the centre, Nick Gibbons snuck forward and created mayhem for the Whitehorse defenders as he won enormous amounts of the ball.   Liam was assigned a very difficult job and limited his opponent beautifully as a ruck rover. Sam Gritzalis was like a caged lion during the week and ran onto the ground desperate to make amends for the team’s previous match all by himself. His diving smother in the opening quarter set the tone for the day. He dominated around the stoppages in another fine game. Meanwhile Laurie played arguably his finest game for the year. His damaging pace around the packs created many scoring opportunities while his superb second quarter goal was a real highlight.  During the third quarter Alex lined up against a relative giant. He simply won every single ball that went near him. Tony was also terrific. His one-grab skills are amongst the best in the group and are very pleasing on the eye.

Our forward line was at its bravest for the year. Both Max and Ben were injured but were still important late in the game when their desperation helped win the game. We had called for a big lift in intensity and we got it. Joseph held down full forward by providing a leading target and regularly bringing the ball to ground. He was a part of the string of handballs that lead to a delightfully worked Gritzalis goal in the second quarter while his set shot from 40 out appeared to cross the goal line, but he was unluckily denied. Bobby continued his good form and won a lot of the ball in a wonderful game at half forward. Both Willo and Abraham gave us a spark. Willo with important possessions and Abraham with courage in winning vital free kicks as he burrowed into packs. Dylan was at his rampaging best and may well have kicked half a dozen goals had his kicking been more accurate. The most pleasing aspect of the game from the forwards was the speed at which they reacted to play further up the field. Players had ‘switched on’. They were clever and desperate and looked dangerous all day. 

Our defence was as good as it’s been all year. Rodger took remarkable pack  marks with regularity and played on quickly to drive the Roys forward from start to finish. John probably played his best game for the year as he picked up numerous possessions and attacked off the half back flank. With Tim on the other half back flank our rebound was outstanding. Dieter was fantastic in defence as he continues to develop into a top full back. Time and again we held our hearts in mouths as the ball was pumped long to one-on-one contests at full forward. But Dieter held firm, won the footy and dashed forward in the manner of many a fine full back from the past. Finnian absurdly defeated one of Whitehorse’s most dangerous players. He gave away a significant physical advantage but regularly outplayed his opponent. With Llewellyn at his attacking best, our defence set the game up for us. 

The heart stopping final quarter was wonderful to watch as our one-on-one approach worked superbly. There were heroes aplenty as we repelled all of our brave opponent’s pressure and coolly but determinedly went about getting back to our best.

Beaming smiles all round, the belting out of the club song and that old familiar warm inner glow told the tale of a team back from the dead. Go Roys!

