Fitzroy Versus Banyule

Banyule 11-10-76 pts defeated Fitzroy 7-4-48 pts.
Sunday 31st May: The Roys have gone down to top placed Banyule in a fascinating duel at the Beverly Rd ground. However, with our noses in front at three quarter time we conceded seven goals to one in a disappointing final term. 
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Earlier, we had matched our opponents in intensity and skill. In defence, Rodger ran off his opponent in a typically attacking game while the highlight of the opening quarter may have been Dom’s sheer determination. Jake’s usual judgement in the last line of defence was matched this week by his ability to mark cleanly on several occasions. With Nick McMahon and Nathan Ligris given important roles throughout the game, our back-line was outstanding.
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The forward line found the going tough. Nevertheless there were many important contributions. Dylan’s leading, strong marking and general presence across half-forward were vital. Dean lead beautifully, managing a trademark clever snap for full points and another fine set shot. Patrick tried hard all day and kicked superb long-range goals at crucial times. Ben McGregor made the most of his ground time with a great mark while Ben Rickard’s third term major showed his value to the team. Abraham’s determination was terrific too.

Zac was his energetic lively self on the wing, gathering several possessions in a courageous opening quarter. Swung into defence he was equally brave in the latter stages of the game. In the second half, Calum picked up a dangerous wingman and gave us a rare final quarter winner. 
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Our on-ballers were terrific throughout. Laurie ran hard all day and Sam used his strength to win the ball on numerous occasions. Nick Gibbons was as prolific as ever in an imposing performance and Nathan Filieri was at his finest, his trademark quality finishing a benchmark for the competition. 

Late in the game we struggled to hold Banyule’s key playmaker as he grabbed hold of             the game. Nevertheless, Rodger had enough success on him to give us a clue for our return match in the second half of the season. Importantly, David Herbert competed strongly at centre half back, giving us further flexibility in that area.

There were clever cameos from Tom and Peter across half forward, Joseph attacked the ball with frightening courage, Trevor ran himself ragged and John took another step towards full recovery and fitness. 

We now find ourselves in a very even division. Every team looks statistically competitive and capable of finishing in the four. Of course, our fitness levels, understanding of/commitment to team rules is going to be crucial if we are to threaten for those positions. To this end, I suspect Jeremy may well have something to say about the manner in which we were unable to run out the game on Sunday.
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