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Fitzroy Versus Greythorn

The Brunswick Street Oval cut a fine spectacle on Sunday afternoon as the Roys put on an exceptional opening half in sparkling sunshine. 

The opening stanza saw Greythorn scoot out to a handy lead before being pegged back by a committed Fitzroy unit. The wide open spaces of the forward line allowed Dean to show his class with important majors. The hard working Nathan Filieri combined well with Zac, Boris and Peter to give real excitement across half forward. Later, Willo, Ben McGregor, and Abraham provided valuable contributions.
Patrick showed terrific initiative, looking at ease in the unfamiliar role of full back. Dieter and Jake were outstanding in defence, leading the ‘hard ball gets/contested possession (thanks again to statistician, John McBrearty). When Rodger found his way to the familiar centre half back position, he proceeded to dominate with typical authority. Across half back, Ben Rickard gave his all while Nick McMahon and Nathan Ligris showed their customary skill in relieving pressure at crucial moments.
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There were superb contests around the stoppages. Nick Gibbons continues to impress with exceptional attack on the footy, while Dylan’s efforts in the clinches stood out from the sidelines. Both Laurie, Dom and Joseph won their fair share of hit outs and won the ball at ground level with some impressive second efforts. Sam Gritzalis burst into the game deep into the first quarter and throughout the second. Calum looked poised as he gathered the footy and Tom and Trevor got into the game with some vital touches.
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Our third quarter started wonderfully with our tremendous attack on the ball. Our tackling, shepherding, contesting and hard running was as ferocious and single minded as it needs to be at this age level. 

However, our efforts were not rewarded and, against the run of play, Greythorn managed to score vital goals. Our confidence was dented and by the half way point of the third quarter the game had changed. We had several highlights from this point on but the overriding theme of the game had been set; we had let team rules and work ethic slip and the final margin was probably an accurate reflection of this.

