Round 6-Fitzroy 16-3-99 pts defeated Ivanhoe 10-10-70 pts
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Fitzroy have strung together consecutive victories for the first time in the memory of many. With the game evenly poised at the main break, the Roys broke the game open with hard running in a sensational second half of footy.

Kicking to the Brunswick Street end in the opening stanza, the Lions struggled to match the height of Ivanhoe’s forwards. While Jake and Dieter responded well and Ben Rickard gave everything we were clearly lacking another tall defender. Nevertheless, with Nick McMahon at his elusive best and David outstanding at centre half back, we held our own.

Zac continued his great form in a wonderful effort on the wing. He so often wins the ball with his second efforts and probably leads the way in this area. With Trevor fresh from his brilliant first placing in the State Swimming trials, we had winners across the ground.

Dylan was unstoppable at centre half forward and Tom and Peter handy foils we continued to press for goals. Both Dean and Patrick excited the crowd with clever, creative footy resulting in telling majors. When Ben McGregor marked and goaled, followed by a Nick Gibbons beauty, it seemed we were about to take charge. Ivanhoe did not allow that to happen, however and we into the main break neck and neck.

Our third quarter was as good as we’ve played all year. Having earlier conceded the advantage at the centre clearances, Sam and Nick Gibbons changed the game with sheer weight of possession. Dom battled away wonderfully in the ruck, then Nathan Filieri’s class and composure in the middle of the ground allowed us to take a stranglehold on the game

One of the highlights of the game must have been when Nick won a free kick in the middle of the ground next to his twin brother, Tom. The umpire knew the twins were different players because he could see their numbers but the Ivanhoe infringer couldn’t. He incorrectly threw the ball to Tom, thereby conceding a twenty five metre penalty for ‘Failing to return the ball quickly and on the full to a player who has been awarded a free kick’. There was laughter from all those who recognised what had just happened as the Ivanhoe player, incredulous, palms upturned, shoulders raised, asked, “What for?”

In the final quarter, Jeremy’s training came to the fore. Our ability to make the next contest was instrumental as we outran an exhausted opponent. It was great to see John returning to the team as he nullified a dangerous opponent in the final quarter. Nathan Ligris found himself in the curious situation of rotating out of centre half back into the midfield as he and Dean followed their match-ups. Their discipline created a depth that opens up new opportunities for the coming weeks. 

Laurie also deserves a mention as he gave a terrific option up front, marking strongly and competing at ground level. The final quarter was a gem with Calum snapping superbly and truly, Willo and Zac finding space, Sam and Patrick wreaking havoc and the Roys going away in a canter.
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