Fitzroy Versus Surrey Park 17/5/09   
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It was with some trepidation that we approached Sunday’s game against Surrrey Park. On the one hand, we were fearful of a repeat of last year’s belting at the same venue while on the other, we had dropped a grade and hoped to compete strongly at our true ability level

At the five minute mark of the first quarter, it was clear the Roys were firing.  In fact the first quarter was remarkable. Zac collected numerous possessions off the wing and showed real class. Nathan Ligris made his opponent (at the other end of the groujnd!) pay by collecting a dozen first quarter possessions off half back while Peter Cardamone lead the way in the forward line bagging two goals in a sensational opening term.

Our second quarter was the Dean Macriyiannis show as he piled on five majors, helping the Roys pull away to an impressive half time lead. His impeccable judgement is uncanny. Time and again he quickly assessed the flight path of the footy and waited for the leather to hit him on the chest. The ease with which this occurred was amazing because there were several strapping defenders clamouring to get their hands on the ball. Perhaps we should call him Solomon? 

To be fair, Dean was given wonderful support by the impressive Patrick who put in his best performance of the year. Across half forward, Calum was dangerous. His smother, gather and shot on goal was all class not to mention his shepherd that opened a path for the hard working Sam to drive the ball deep into the forward line for another Fitzroy goal. On the wing, Boris picked up handy possessions, combining well in a chain of handballs to send the ball into attack. 
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In other forward highlights, Tom snagged two clever goals in an all round performance while Abraham showed his commitment to the team through his typical desperation. Dylan’s ability to slowly work his way into the game on a difficult opponent and eventually become dominant was vital. He surely helped the impressive David Herbert settle into his first game of the year.

After half time the opposition threw everything at us and threatened to take the game away. However, our midfield was as hard working and accountable as we required. Nick Gibbons may have been best afield, once again demonstrating the value of defending with tenacity when our opponents have the ball. Nathan Filieri’s centre clearances and poise under pressure created many scoring opportunities while Laurie’s Herculean effort in running with a dangerous opponent was superb.

In the final quarter we were under extreme pressure and needed to show character if we were to stay in front. In the back half, Nick McMahon was his elusive, rubbery self and Jake continued his outstanding work and fine form in the last line of defence. Both Trevor and Ben held their opponents and backed themselves courageously while Dom and Joseph were able to give the backline much needed steel at crucial times. Of course Rodger had to hold the dangerous Surrey centre half forward and did so with typical grunt, winning his duel once again and steadying the team in the last term when we looked must vulnerable.  

As the final siren went we had claimed our first points for the year. But surely it was the manner of the victory that was most impressive. Challenged by a worthy opponent we responded with terrific character. We were willing to take appropriate risks, never losing sight of the defensive side to our game. The celebrations that followed were as sweet as they come, even if the words to the club song didn’t spring immediately to mind.
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