Fitzroy Versus Surrey Park round 12 2009-07-19

Despite playing some of their best football for the year, the Roys went down to Surrey Park on Sunday by 30 points.

The opening was ferocious with the midfield setting the tone. Each was set a task and impressed as they carried out instructions to the letter.

With Nathan Filieri outstanding at centre half forward we looked for effective crumbers and high work rate from the rest of our forwards. Sam showed the way and Dean continued to present at full forward despite illness. Ben Rickard and Abraham were lively and Peter and Ben McGregor committed to blocking, shepherding and supporting team mates to great effect, leading the side to a slender quarter time lead.

Surrey Park stole the game in the second quarter, however. Notwithstanding the best efforts of Nick McMahon and Nathan Ligris (both clever and brave across half back) opposition numbers at the ball were too much to handle. Dieter, Jake and John were terrific in the last line of defence and did their best under intense pressure.

Our inability to make our opponents accountable began to tell. Together with a strong and tricky breeze and hard running from Surrey Park we conceded too many goal scoring opportunities and went to the main break almost thirty points in arrears.

We outplayed our opponents in a stirring second half, however. Ruckman Joseph was incredible at ground level, feeding the ball out from the bottom of packs. Nick Gibbons was as tough as we’ve come to expect, winning plenty of the footy in heavy traffic. Patrick provided excellent pace around the stoppages and the coaching group noted his much improved second efforts. David Herbert showed his ability and versatility in a near best on ground performance while Laurie was superb in his ‘run with’ role on a terrific opponent.

Rodger’s game was wonderful. Asked to complete a midfielder’s job in the first half, he responded brilliantly. Later, at centre half back he rebounded with typical athleticism and courage. Dylan’s final quarter was one of true grit as played through discomfort with his usual skill and vigour.

Both Tom and Calum were prolific and impressed with fine skills, courage and tenacity. Both had their best games for the year. Dom gave the Roys an important forward target winning the footy at crucial times in the final quarter. Liam’s final quarter was full of merit. His tracking of a most dangerous opponent was straight out of the coach’s manual; practical and disciplined, he made his opponent win the ball rather than simply receive it.

Despite three quarters of excellent football, this is a major setback. Finals are now a mathematical chance only and the Roys will need to be at their best to take advantage of any slip up from teams above them.

