Round 2 -Fitzroy 7-3-45pts defeated by Macleod 11- 17- 83 pts
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In a brave performance in appalling conditions Fitzroy were defeated by Macleod on Sunday afternoon. 

With the howling westerly assisting our opponents in the first quarter, the last line of defence was outstanding. Jake read the play beautifully and combined superbly with the impressive tenacity of Dieter and Ben Rickard who held their opponents in fine defensive performances.

Across half back Nick McMahon’s wonderful reading of the play lead to countless interceptions while Rodger and Nathan Ligris played sensible wet weather football throughout. 

With the wind in the second quarter we were competitive. Zac was thriving as an ‘in and under’ player, showing us his elusive skills while Dylan’s ability to win the contested ball was simply outstanding. With Patrick throwing himself into the contest up forward, Sam Gritzalis providing the grunt around the packs and Dom and Laurie giving terrific ruck contests, the Roys looked the goods heading towards half time. 
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However, in what looms as this group’s biggest challenge, we were unable to pick up opponents and consequently suffered on the scoreboard. With several Macleod players loose, Macleod were able score important late goals into the wind.
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Our second half was much improved. Thanks to the injured Liam and John who provided telling statistics, we saw our third quarter contested possession/hard ball gets lift dramatically. Nick Gibbons lead the way in this area while Tom provided several clearances, Ben McGregor  and Boris applied much needed pressure while Nathan Filieri showed outstanding leadership across half forward, his ball skills in the wet a highlight of the day.
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Calum and Trevor’s efforts gave the team much needed accountability defensively while Willo, Peter, Abraham and Joseph provided the enthusiasm to lift the side to a stirring third quarter into the gale.

Our final quarter was outstanding. Dean continued to impress, displaying all his talent in kicking four goals from limited opportunities. The dream team of Nathan Filieri and Dylan across half forward provided headaches for Macleod while Sam’s goal on the siren was fitting reward for a gutsy, hardworking performance.

