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Fitzroy premiership heroes (from left) Ahmed, Ala, Muhammed and Mohammed. Picture: MITCH BEAR N11NL522

Fasting four pave win for team
Football | Nic Price

A FITZROY junior footy team’s
premiership triumph was made
all the more remarkable by its
four Muslim players, who played
while fasting for Ramadan.

The under-14 side beat Doncaster
by 26 points on August 29 to main-
tain a premiership-winning
streak at that age level that
stretches back at least 12 years.

Ahmed Saleem, of Fitzroy, and a
trio of cousins – North Fitzroy’s
M o h a m m e d A b o u - E i d a n d

Thornbury’s Muhammed Abou-
Eid and Ala Abou-Eid – played key
roles in the win despite having not
eaten or drunk anything since
sunrise, in accordance with their
religion.

Team manager Pam Roberts said
the team brought in special
measures to help the boys through
the match.

‘‘We had cold wet towels over
their necks and we rotated them
quite a bit,’’ said Ms Roberts.

‘‘It’s pretty amazing for 13-year-
old boys who have not eaten any-

thing or drunk anything from sun
up to go and play a full and tough
match of footy. They were all
pretty ecstatic afterward.’’

The Yarra Junior Football
League also played its part by
bringing the game – usually held
at 2.30pm – forward two hours.

League president Peter Haddad
said the organisation encouraged
kids from all backgrounds to play
and that increasing numbers of
Muslims were signing up.

Mohammed said fasting made
the win all the more satisfying.

City parks
are green
with relief
Councils welcome eased irrigation
Water Restrictions | Nic Price

M E L B O U R N E a n d Y a r r a ’ s
sportsfields will be greener this
summer following the State Gov-
ernment easing water restrictions.

Melbourne was last week placed
on Stage 2 water restrictions, down
from Stage 3.

Yarra Council welcomed the an-
nouncement, which will mean all
of its sportsgrounds will be
watered – up from three-quarters.

Mayor Jane Garrett said the new
restrictions would also help estab-
lish drought-proof turf at Alfred
Crescent Oval in Fitzroy North and
Burnley Oval in Richmond.

‘‘Under the new Level 2 restric-
tions, council can apply for special
28-day watering exemptions which
will provide better conditions in
spring to bed down the drought-
resistant turf,’’ Cr Garrett said.

‘‘As for our parks and gardens, we
won’t see any changes to what
we’ve already been doing, which is
watering garden beds and trees

using drip irrigation only.’’ But Cr
Garrett said the council remained
committed to reducing water con-
sumption within five years to
40 per cent of its 2000 usage level.

Melbourne councillor Cathy Oke
said her municipality had already
been operating under exemptions
to preserve heritage trees, which
she said would continue.

‘‘The City of Melbourne will have
greater flexibility to water its
garden beds in the parks and
gardens with the use of overhead
sprays at night and an increase in
the number of days that watering
can take place,’’ Cr Oke said.

She said Melbourne was review-
ing which garden beds would re-
ceive overhead spraying.

For full information about
changed water restrictions, visit
ourwater.vic.gov.au
� Will your sporting club benefit

from the easing of Melbourne’s
water restrictions? Email us at
melbourne@leadernewspapers.
com.au
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With an HSBC Home Loan,
we offer you more
than just a great rate.

In addition to our tempting rate, you’ll enjoy your very
own HSBC Relationship Manager who will be your single
point of contact for all your banking needs.

•  Save 1.65% p.a. off the HSBC standard variable
home loan rate* for 12 months with an HSBC Premier
or PowerVantage package.̂

•  Continue to save after the first 12 months with an ongoing
discount of up to 0.75% p.a. for the life of your home or
investment loan.

•  Available for new borrowings to HSBC. Minimum
loan $250,000.

Don’t miss out. Apply by 8 October 2010 and settle by

the end of this year.

Visit HSBC Collins St branch

271 Collins Street, Melbourne or

HSBC Swanston St branch

188 Swanston Street, Melbourne.

Call 1300 694 722.

Credit provided by HSBC Bank Australia Limited ABN 48 006 434 162. AFSL No.232595. Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply. *Current standard variable home loan rate available at www.hsbc.com.au
^Eligibility criteria applies for HSBC Premier and PowerVantage, visit www.hsbc.com.au for more details. Credit criteria applies. HSHL0072 08/10


