Round 12: 
Fitzroy 3.6.24 v Greythorn 2.5.17
While the unusually subdued parents clutched coffee cups and stood with their backs to the wind, Fitzroy players prepared enthusiastically for today’s clash with evenly-matched team Greythorn.  Fullback Miles knew exactly what he had to do with the kick outs: “Long and wide”.  Pre-match drills focused on kick outs, handballs, talking to team mates and second efforts at the ball.  

“We have to win every quarter” coach Grant ‘Guus’ Belchamber told the boys in the pre-match briefing, “we have to be first to the ball and have numbers at the ball”.  The boys worked hard in the first quarter to do as they’d been asked with impressive play from Isaac, Josh, Finn and Charlie C.  Greythorn scored a goal at the six minute mark, a behind a few minutes later and a second goal and another behind twelve and thirteen minutes into the quarter.  Valiant efforts from Stefan and Oscar and some great shepherding from Adam ensured the ball went into Fitzroy attack and a point was scored before the first siren sounded.  At 0.1 (1) to 2.2 (14), Grant told the boys there had been some good play from them but that the other team were “harder at the ball and want the ball more than you do”.  He urged the boys to work at getting the ball and playing as a team.
The second quarter brought good attacking play from Kaelan and excellent ball placements in the corridor by Sebastian. Connor was effective in the ruck, there were hard tackles from Oliver and Robbie and Chas helped his team mates with backing up and shepherding.  With the wind in their favour, Fitzroy attacked repeatedly only to be thwarted by a frustrating Greythorn defence.  Nicholas had an attempt at goal half way through the quarter but it was touched.  The ball then went in and out of the Fitzroy forward area with the players around the ball like bees to the proverbial honey pot.  Play was “a schmozzle” according to Grant.  However, with just seconds remaining, Callum kicked a goal.
With scores at 1.2 (8) to Greythorn 2.2 (14), celebrity guest umpire Jimmy commented at half time that there was “great determination from both sides playing in good spirit” and that it had been “a very hard fought game” so far.  Grant roused the boys telling them “this is the premiership quarter”.  Without a win in this game, he said, they would not be playing finals football and they therefore had “a real dead set fight” on their hands.

The third quarter started with strong defence from Fitzroy but more of the scrambling and congestion we’d seen in the first half.  “It’s ugly” commented assistant coach Andrew as he ran on to remind Fitzroy to man up.  Greythorn scored three quick points in succession, taking their score to 2.5 (17).  There was great play from Jack, Charlie S and Thomas and eventually a point from Sam B thirty seconds before three-quarter time inched Fitzroy’s score up to 1.3 (9).
With Grant’s instructions to “spread out” and “play as a team” and the wind once again in their favour, Fitzroy worked together to help Sam R score a goal five minutes into the final quarter.  From the centre ball up, the boys moved the ball forward and scored two points in as many minutes to level the scores.  At this point, the Fitzroy barrackers threw away their coffee cups, came to life and upped the anti and within another minute, Fitzroy were ahead by a point.  More great team play eventually brought the ball to Sam B who put the ball through the centre posts and brought the final score to Fitzroy 3.6 (24), Greythorn 2.5 (17).
“They guts it out” Grant later told the media.  “It wasn’t a pretty game but they played smart, team football in the last half and that’s what won the day”.  Celebrity guest umpire Jimmy received three rounds of three cheers and was delighted with his complementary voucher for the canteen.  As the boys finished their second rendition of ‘We’re a Mighty Bunch’, future player Wilson summed up the experience, “It was worth coming”.  
