Round 3

Greythorn 0.9.9 vs Fitzroy 1.3.9
After a minutes silence in remembrance of the ANZACS, The reds kicked off into the wind on a grey, cool but dry Sunday morning. The breeze was strong enough to be an advantage to the side kicking with it.  The Reds started the game with some fierce attack on the ball, Greythorn were up to the task and put up some stiff opposition. Chas started well in the ruck winning the tap, Joshua at half back, had plenty of the ball early. The reds spent most of the quarter defending, but did well to keep Greythorn to 3 behinds. Jack Dawson had a purple patch midway, a great gather on the wing, a shepherd in the pocket and plenty of talk. Isaac provide some good options forward and Nick showed some dash taking on and beating a couple of opponents on the wing. In defence Oliver provided some rebound, whilst Stefan, and Sebastian laid several great tackles to keep the reds in the game. Sam R took a strong mark in the goal square as did Robbie right on the siren.
 

During the break Grant encourage the team saying it was their best quarter for the year. The Reds carried this momentum into the second period. Charlie C in the centre attacked at every opportunity. In one instance running the ball from half back to half forward finding Oscar, who in turn passed to Finn. Finn loaded up and booted the footy to the top of the square, no score but very encouraging signs for the Reds. Robbie ran all quarter from half back, not only chasing in defence but giving plenty in attack. Oscar laid a sensational tackle, to give Charlie C the opportunity to run on with the ball. Finn scored a behind from the boundary line from a free kick. When in defence Sam B was in the thick of the action, and took a good mark to thwart a Greythorn offensive play. The Reds scored 3 behinds to tie up the game at half time.
 

It took some time to get the boys to settle at half time such was their enthusiasm. Grant was well pleased with their endeavour. He asked the on ballers not the crowd the forward line, and stay out of the 50m area.
 

Chas back into the ruck won the bounce. Robbie from a free and two 25 m penalties pushed the reds into attack early. Kalen got into the game, being rewarded for his effort with a free . He laid the ball off to Jack who found Isaac, Isaac hit Chas on the chest at half forward, unfortunately the reds could not convert from this good passage of play. Miles Glaspole entered the fray putting his head down to win the ball out of the chaos, shooting a handpass out to Jack who was crumbing the pack.  Adam Macarthur had an excellent quarter, he ran hard at the ball, willing to take on the opposition and as a result won the fake leather on most occasions. Callum took a great mark having moved off his defensive line to half forward. Good efforts from Jack, Robbie , Adam and Isaac limited Greythorn to 3 behinds.
 

Down by only 3 behinds, with the wind at their backs and their tails up, the reds were confident they could take the game home. Connor, Charlie C, Sam R gave plenty of options up forward , with some good efforts. Charlie S had a fantastic quarter in the ruck, constantly wining the tap. The hard work soon paid off. From a free kick Finn found Charlie C in the hot spot. He let rip and sent the synthetic pig skin through the goal for the first major of the match. The reds had hit the front. However Greythorn stood up and got the ball into their forward zone, they peppered the gaols to realise 3 minors before a dogged Fitzroy defence rested back control of the play. Callum put his body in and won the ball, from a free kick plus a 25m penalty  he found Sam B who in turn land the footy on Nick's chest lace out. The reds were back into attack. Sam R took a chest mark at Half forward passed to Finn who bombed the ball into the forward pocket. With the clock ticking, Greythorn ran the ball to their half forward where Chas the rock, switched the direction of play found Isaac at half back. The reds pushed forward for a last roll of the dice, Chas again cleared the ball from a ball up, Nick crumbed the tap and found Oliver in the hot spot. Oliver bombed it into the goal square, a Greythorn player looked to drop the mark and the ball rolled through for a behind. The Reds had hit the front, however the umpire correctly paid the mark, the siren went and the match was declared a draw.
 

It was a well fought game, and the boys thoroughly enjoyed singing the club song for the first time this season.
