Round 4:
30/04/2006
Fitzroy 2.2.14 vs North Brunswick 0.2.2

This week’s game against Brunswick was played at home in wet and cold conditions. With the mercury barely registering 12 C and the rain persisting for most of the game, the boys had their first taste of winter football for the season. The two Sam's, B and R were captains for the game.
 

The Reds started the game kicking to the southern end of the Ramsden Street Oval. Within the first 5 minutes Sam R took a good mark in front of goal. The kick however came off the side of his boot, Sebastian was quick to react, gathered the wayward ball and kicked a gaol. The rest of the quarter was a dogged affair in the rain. Fitzroy defended well to hold Brunswick scoreless. Isaac got plenty of touches on the half forward. Charlie C started well showing the way with his fierce attack on the ball. 
 

The message at the first break was for the on ballers to follow their opponents into defence, but when in attack to stay out of the  50m zone in order to open up the forwards
 

Charlie C carried his form into the second quarter, providing some good run and drive in the middle of the ground. Chas found his feet and got a a number of touches at half forward. Sebastian took a courageous mark at half forward, managing to spilt his lip in the process. He took the kick, came off for a quick assessment of the damage, and went back on. Brunswick spent the early part of the period doing most of the attacking, but did not manage a score. Josh worked hard in defence dropping back into the square to provide a last line of defence. About half way through the period Charlie S won the ball out of a pack at half back and worked the ball to the half forward. Charlie C managed to let rip a long bomb, which was gathered up by Sebastian. Brunswick defend well only to find Charlie on the rebound who in turn kicked a point. Any score in these conditions was welcome. The Reds spent the rest of the quarter in attack. Oliver worked hard at half forward, holding his position to keep the ball in Fitzroy's forward zone.
 

At half time after many snakes, Grant asked his team to concentrate on 3 thing’s, man up, hold positions and only the forwards are to be in the 50m circle.
 

Oliver started in the ruck. Connor found the ball early with a good mark at centre half forward. He laid a handball off to Oliver, however a pack developed. On the side line the coach was very pleased to see the team had heeded his instructions. Joshua, Charlie C, Callum and Miles formed a line at half forward, blocking the ball in the Reds attacking zone. The team worked very well as a team, though they could not produce a score, they did manage to hold Brunswick scoreless. Charlie "The Dominator" Cromb found plenty of the ball though hard running and good attack. Stefan had a purple patch at half back, getting 4 touches in as many minutes. Sebastian and Callum worked hard as did Chas on the half forward.
 

Not without a scare, it came together for the Reds in the last quarter. Brunswick started well and went into attack. Our defence was a bit ragged, Brunswick players were loose and when we did get the ball the disposal was often back into the centre of the 50 m zone rather than out wide. As a result Brunswick scored two unanswered points, though they were very unlucky not to kick a gaol from a free kick directly in front. Our runner, Dean Cromb, with a few well chosen instructions managed to get the team focused and the momentum changed in the Reds favour. Sam B, Jack, Chas and Stefan got organised in the backline and started to drive Fitzroy forward. Miles put in with a good chase on the wing, and Oscar epitomised the effort of the team in the conditions, laying a great tackle in front of the change rooms. The last half of the quater was spent in Fitzroy's forward zone, Charlie C took a mark and kicked a goal to seal the win. 
 

It was the first win for the season. The team was ecstatic and sang two loud renditions of the club song. 
