Round 8:

27/05/2006

St. Damiens Red 1.0.6 vs Fitzroy 7.9.51

Well the season continued to form, cold and wet.The captains Thomas and Miles led the Reds onto the muddy ground for a 10.00 kick off. 

The first quarter proved to be a bit of an arm wrestle. Though the reds had most of the paly , their forward lines were often crowded restricting their ability to score. Isaac was the only scorer with a behind late in the period. The centres worked well blocking the ball into reds forward line. Jack, Tom, Isaac and Chaz found a fair bit of the ball.

It started to come together for the reds in the second quarter. The team show some good discipline, the on baller’s defending well but not following the ball into the forward zone. St D's took the honours in the first part of the quarter, but the reds defence finally prevailed, Sam R passed to Sam B, Oscar ran onto the ball and won the free. Sam B on his second effort took a mark and kicked to the Reds forward pocket. The team discipline started to pay off as the ball was effectively bottled up in the forward zone. Jack, Miles, Thomas, Connor, Oscar, Charlie S and Kaelan work hard in attack, Isaac eventually took advantage to kick his second behind, Charlie C scored another from the resulting kick in, he followed this up with the first goal for the game. Charlie had run from Centre Half back, and was back in position before the bounce. Chas won the rucking dual, the two Sam's worked well together in the centre to put the reds back into attack, once again Isaac ran onto the ball to kick his 3rd behind. Full credit to the Reds defence Adam, Charlie C, Robbie, Sebastian, Callum and Nicholas, they stood firm when it mattered. The Roy's went to the half time break with a 1 goal, 5 points to nil score line.

Grant encouraged his players at the major break to keep doing the good things, the backs needed to be in touching distance from their opponent, and be prepared to run the ball into attack. The mid fielders needed to be tight in defence, and when going forward not to go past the 50 m line. The mood was very positive, and the boys believed they could win this one.

Nick started in the centre, and quickly won the ball from the bottom of a pack. Charlie C ran onto the ball and passed to Isaac who then found Ole on the lead, setting up the Reds first kick for goal. The kick landed at the top of the goal square , St D defended well, however Isaac won a free kick a kick out from goal and slotted it through for a major score. St D's won the centre bounce and went into attack, resulting in a gaol, their first score for the game. The Red's needed to respond here and not let the game slip away from them like it did against St Mary's in the 3rd quarter. Charlie S won the resulting centre bounce, Stefan worked with Isaac, Josh and Nick to put the ball into the hot spot. Thomas crumbed a pack and kicked a point. The intensity of the game went up a notch, St D's winless for the season fought back hard. Ole took another strong mark at full forward, Charlie C scored a behind from the kick to the goal square.Ole was back in the action minutes latter, he didn't quite take the mark, but with a valiant second effort, gain control of the football and kick the Red's second gaol for the qyarter. St D's again rose to the challenge and went forward, our defence stood firm and turned defence into attack. On the wing, Oscar took on five of the opposition, won the ball , and sent the Roys forward once again. With the ball near the Red's goal, Stefan on a second effort picked up the footy and ran into an open goal only to be denied a glorious moment, by the siren. 

The Reds really hit their straps in the last quarter. Sebastian kicked truly early in the quarter to get Fitzroy going. Chas was all over it, he had one shot which was touched on the line for a minor score, minutes latter he was lining up again, only to score another behind. Not to be deterred he marked a ball from Robbie, and this time it went straight through for a goal. The team work was great, Oscar stuck to the team plan and stayed at full back even though he did get a touch. To finish Sam B ran onto the ball and passed to Chas, who kicked another goal as the siren sounded. The final score was 7. 9. 51 to 1.0.6.
